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WE print another communication this week from “ Mixed Mills,” 
in reply to Mr. Frazer’s last, and we presume, from the tenor of 
the latest contributions from these correspendents, that this will 
end their controversy. There seems to be a misapprehension of 
facts regarding the profitableness of mixed mills in Philadelphia, 
their number, losses, etc. Mr. Frazer defends his own reports 
with vigor, while ‘ Mixed Mills” holds up his end of the argument 
with ability. This correspondent, although not signing his proper 
name for obvious reasons, is a prominent underwriter of Phila- 
delphia, and a foeman entirely worthy the steel of Mr. Frazer or 
any other writer. As each has had a last word, we presume the 
controversy is disposed of to the satisfaction of both. 


Very pretty and low costing as are the table covers and por- 
tieres of colored canton flannel so commonly used in our houses, 
experience has proved that the use of this highly imflam- 
mable material for such purposes is highly dangerous, the fuzzy 
facing of the stuff, when touched by the smallest spark, igniting 
and burning with the readiness and rapidity of gun cotton. Only 
last week, in a Staten Island residence, a little fiend of a parlor 
match upon being struck, lost its head, which flew against a con- 
venient curtain. In an instant the whole surface blazed up from 
the floor to the ceiling, and a very pretty little fire was only pre- 
vented by the coolness of the lady of the house, who beat out the 
flames with her hands before they could seize upon any more sub- 
stantial fuel. Such accidents are of constant occurrence, and the 
sooner this particular characteristic of canton flannel is generally 
recognized the better. 


A cask of considerable interest occupied a jury in the Brooklyn 
courts the whole of last week. It was that of Fred N. Smith 
against the National Benefit Society of this city. Smith was the 
beneficiary under a certificate issued by the society upon the life 
of John Tyler for $10,000. Tyler had secured about $300,000 
worth of insurance, mostly in assessment companies. He was sub- 
sequently found dead in alittle place in Connecticut under circum- 
stances that led to the belief that he committed suicide. Investi- 
gations made confirmed this belief, and most of the companies 
refused to pay the amount of the insurance, their certificates con- 
taining the clause making them void if the assured committed 
Suicide, whether sane or insane. Suit was brought against the 
National Benefit, and it is understood that this was substantially a 
test case. Upon the trial, letters written by Tyler were introduced, 
showing that he had contemplated suicide for some time, and that 
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he took the insurance upon his life for the purpose of protecting 
certain ones to whom he was under obligations. Several distinct 
questions were submitted to the jury, and in rendering the verdict 
they found that Tyler had committed suicide, and that he had ob- 
tained the insurance for the direct purpose of swindling the com- 
pany by so doing. A judgment was recorded in favor of the com- 
pany. It is possible that other suits may be brought against other 
companies, but it hardly seems probable, in the face of the evi- 
dence brought out on this trial. Another case of interest was that 
of Sarah J. Robinson, who was on trial in Boston last week charged 
with having poisoned Prince Freeman, to recover certain amounts 
for which his life was insured in assessment companies. ‘The jury 
found her guilty of murder in the first degree. Mrs. Robinson was 
tried once before on a charge of having poisoned her son, but 
escaped through a disagreement of the jury. It is believed that 
the condemned woman had poisoned seven or eight persons for the 
sole purpose of securing a few thousands of dollars of insurance, 
some of which was paid to her, 


LirE agents associations in various parts of the country are 
doing an exceedingly good work in promoting good feeling among 
the numerous representatives of companies, and striving to improve 
the methods of doing business, and to effect much needed reforms. 
The New York Association has been a little backward, owing to a 
defect in its organization ; it has been in existence about a year, 
and its faults have been discovered and substantially remedied by 
certain amendments to the constitution and by-laws which have 
been adopted. Under the new conditions the membership will 
unquestionably be very greatly increased, thus giving much needed 
strength to carry on certain work already outlined. ‘Thus far the 
utmost harmony has prevailed between the members, who are rep- 
resentatives of the various competing life companies. Certain 
practices which have been found to be injurious cin only be 
reached through the united efforts of the agents, and it is gratifying 
to learn that such united action will probably be secured at an 
early date. 


Some comment has been made upon the fact that several of the 
fire insurance companies show an impairment of capital as a result 
of last year’s business. The companies making such exhibits are 
generally new organizations, having been in existence for one or 
two years only, and it is scarcely surprising that, during a bad year 
like 1887, their current income should have failed to pay current 
losses and expenses. Ordinarily, when a new enterprise is started, 
it is expected that a goodly portion of its capital will be consumed 
in establishing the business, but when it is established it is pre- 
sumed that profit will result. We do not see why this rule should 
not apply to insurance companies, nor why a company is to be 
derided or aspersed because it invests a portion of its capital in 
building up its business. Take the Anglo-Nevada, the two-million- 
dollar California company, behind which it is well known are sev- 
eral millionaires of the Pacific coast. ‘This company has paid in 
its $2,000,000 in cash; it started out with the idea of estab- 
lishing agencies all over the country, and employing the best men 
available to conduct its business. It necessarily costs money to 
do this, and it would have been something remarkable if its first or 
second year’s income had been sufficient to pay its losses, its ordi_ 
nary expenses of management, and the additional cost of planting 





its agencies. These agencies are now established, and, from a 
business standpoint, may. be regarded as assets from which profits 
are to be derived in the future. 





Tue. efforts made by the committee recently appointed by the 
Tariff-Association to get the companies to agree to revive that or- 
ganization, have thus far been unavailing. Several of the large 
companies refuse to bind themselves at present, and while they 
continue in this frame of mind there is no hope of any agreement 
being reached.. The feeling among some of those who decline to 
enter into any new combination is that they have been deliberately 
sacrificed in the past by certain companies that ignored their 
pledges, broke faith and precipitated demoralization. They do 
not propose to have their hands tied again while those who have 
no respect for their obligations are robbing them. It is unfor- 
tunate that the underwriters of this city cannot come to some un- 
derstanding that will bring about a better condition of things. 
The demoralization existing here has a tendency to discourage 
underwriters in other sections, and to destroy whatever hope there 
might. have been for a prosperous year’s business. An officer of 


a Western company, in a business letter to THE SPECTATOR, says: 
“T hope the head devils in New York will have some sense burned 
into them and return to correct practices in underwriting soon, or 
the: business will all. go where they are heading for.” 





_.In the course of an official inquiry into the loss of the British ship 

Athelstan, which was. burned from the spontaneous ignition of 
her cargo of coal,.an unexpected source of danger in case of such 
fires came to light. . According to the account given by a London 
contemporary, during the time the fire was confined below the deck, 
the. captain and chief mate were surprised to find flames issuing 
from the tops of the fore and. mainmasts. This at first sight 
seemed singular; the masts being of iron, were of course not in- 
flammable, and the fire could not therefore run up them as it some- 
times does in the case of wooden masts. An explanation of the 
occurrence was found in the fact that the lower masts were hollow, 
and had a number of perforations in them below deck for the pur- 
pose. of ventilation.. Consequently the cargo took fire and the 
heated air rushed up the masts, which operated like two chimneys to 
make a furnace of the ship’s hold. In the endeavor to use the 
masts as mediunis of ventilation, there is created an unlooked-for 
danger, which it will be the business of shipbuilders to avoid. The 
mast may still be utilized for this purpose, but it should be an 
easy matter to arrange for the opening and closing of the ventilat- 
ing holes at will, so that in the event of fire the captain may have 
the means of closing all outlets for smoke and air. 


it 





A VERY vigorous attempt has been made, of course by some in- 
terested party, to have the Fidelity and Casualty Company driven 
out of several States in which it has been doing business, on the 
ground that it is doing four kinds of business under its charter. 
One of the States where war was made upon the company was 
Ohio, and Commissioner Kemp heard counsel upon both sides. 
The principal-cause-of complaint was that a bill had been smuggled 
through the New York legislature prohibiting the companies of 
other States dving a mixed business in this State. Commissioner 
Kemp ignored the retaliatory features of the law for the reason 
that Ohio had ‘no such companies, and, consequently, they could 
not be refused admission to the State; and, as the laws of Ohio 
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prohibited the formation of such companies, there was not much 
prospect of Ohio’s interests being injured. As a result of the in- 
vestigation, he decided that the Fidelity and Casualty should have 
its license to do business in that State. The record of this com- 
pany is, in the main, creditable to it, and there seems to be no 
good reason why it should not be permitted to do business in all 
sections of the country. There is undoubtedly considerable malice 
at the bottom of these attempts to deprive it of State licenses, 
which malice apparentiy comes from envious competitors. 


Tue Bulletin du Credit of Paris, January 22, presents a doleful 
picture of the condition of life insurance companies in France. 
‘lhe reports of their new business done in 1887 are compared with 
their reports of 1886, and the comparison shows a decrease in busi- 
ness amounting to 30,000,000 of francs during the year. The period 
of decrease which began in 1886, is not yet ended. There was an 
increase in the business of French companies from 1874 to 1882. 
During that period their business ran from 237,000,000 francs up 
to 589,c00,000. Then the corner was turned and the decrease 
began. It went down on a steady grade. It was 519,000,000 in 
1883 ; it was 514,000,000 in 1884; it was 441,000,000 in 1885; 
it WaS 435,000,000 in 1886, and 405,000,000 in 1887, making the 
amount of decrease in five years 184,000,000 francs. The decrease 
was suffered by the oldest and largest companies. In the Générale 
it was 12,000,000 francs; in the Nationale, 5,500,000; in the 
Union and in the Phcenix, more than 2,000,000; in the Caisse 
Paternelle, 4,000,000 ; in the Caisse de Familles, 3,000,000 francs. 
The managers of these companies may, with reason, be alarmed as 
they see the business decrease and the expenses rise. How will 
this state of things affect the stockholders? How the policyhold- 
ers? These are questions which French actuaries may find hard 
to answer. 





BaRNUM, secretary of the National Accident Society, evidently 
rejoices in the fact that his name is similar to that of the 
world-famed showman, P. T. Barnum, and counts it as part of his 
stock in trade. The style of circulars he gets out for distribution 
partake somewhat of the sensational character of circus announce- 
ments. When, therefore, one sees an announcement headed 
“ The greatest show on earth,” having a picture of the National 
Capitol at Washington, labeled “ Stewart Building,” New York, with 
the National Accident Society referred to, and signed “ Barnum,” it 
is not to be inferred that it originates with the great showman. 
sop relates that a conceited ass once became envious of the re- 
spect that was shown to the lion, and the terror that he inspired. 
So he arrayed himself in the lion’s skin and paraded himself con- 
spicuously before some countrymen, who were at first very much 
frightened, seeing which the ass undertook to roar like a lion, but 
only succeeded in uttering his natural bray. ‘Thereupon the 
countrymen recognized the ass, and falling upon him with clubs, 
beat him until he brayed more loudly than ever, and was glad to 
make his escape from them. No one need be deceived by Na- 
tional Accident circulars signed “ Barnum”—it is not the lion 
among showmen roaring, but only Barnum, the secretary, braying. 





ONCE more the great and constant menace to human and ani- 
mal life which the overhead electric light wires form, has been 
demonstrated in a horrible manner. On Sunday week, in Buf- 
falo, the driver of a wagon was startled by seeing his horse fall 
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down suddenly between the shafts and lie motionless. Applying 
the whip he received an electric shock which knocked him tempor- 
arily senseless. A colored employee of the New York Central 
Railroad went to his assistance, and grasped the horse, supposing 
it to be alive, but immediately, with a terrible shriek, fell, dying, 
upon the animal. Two policemen, running up, dragged the negro 
away, receivings slight shocks as they did so, and sent for physicians, 
but the man was found to be dead. Both of his hands were badly 
burned, and it was concluded that he had received the force of the 
current through the body of the horse, which had come in contact 
with a broken telephone wire, crossed with a Brush electric light 
wire. An accident of a similar nature, it will be remembered, oc- 
curred in New York on New Years Day, resulting in the death of 
a car-horse, and a short time before a horse was killed by a shock 
from a broken and crossed wire at Port Richmond, Staten Island. 
Surely these cases are enough to point out the absolute require- 
ment for public safety that these electrical conductors shall be 
buried as quickly as possible, where they can do no more harm. 





For a number of years past the month of January has been one 
of heavy fire losses, and this year it was far ahead of the 
record. According to The Chronicle Fire Tables, up to 1887, the 
January losses in the United States and Canada averaged about 
$10,000,000, while in January, 1887, they reached $11,550,000, 
which was considered an alarming advance; during the past 
month, however, The New York Commercial Bulletin calculates 
that in the United States and the Dominion property of the value 
of $16,040,000 went up in smoke. This authority prints a list of 
228 fires of not less than $10,000 each, the total loss by these 
being $13,948,000, to which is added fifteen per cent as a fair esti- 
mate of the loss chargeable to fires of less than $10,000 loss and 
to the innumerable unreported fires. Of the 228 fires, eighty-eight 
were of between $10,000 and $20,000 in destructiveness, as against 
seventy-one in January, 1887; forty-one between $20,000 and 
$30,000, as against forty-nine in January, 1887 ; thirty-eight of 
between $30,000 and $50,000, as against thirty-six in January, 
1887 ; twenty of between $50,000 and $75,000, as against twenty- 
nine in January, 1887; nine of between $75,000 and $100,000, as 
against fourteen in January, 1887; twenty of between $100,000 
and $200,000, being the same number as last year; and twelve of 
from $200,000 up, as against only four of such great destructive- 
ness in January of last year. 





WE printed last week the names of seventy-six business men and 
business firms that are associated together for the purpose of doing 
an insurance business under the title of Individual Underwriters, 
That is to say, a single policy is issued by the manager of the 
business, who has authority to bind the individual underwriters on 
any number of risks for any amount upon each, within a fixed 
limit. The limit most of them have fixed for themselves is $2000 
on any one risk, but as they are doing a general business, the ex- 
tent of the liability of each under these contracts may become 
something enormous, sufficient to jeopard the solvency of the indi- 


_ Vidual in his legitimate business, and cannot fail to seriously affect 


his credit when the facts become known. After all, what do these 
individual underwriters offer to the insuring public? Not being 
incorporated, they are not subject to the supervision of the insur- 
ance department, and claim to be entirely outside of the laws re- 
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lating to the business of insurance. They have no corporate cap- 
ital to commend them to public confidence, no reserve is main- 
tained for the protection of its policyholders, as is required of in- 
corporated companies, and there is absolutely nothing to guarantee 
the payment of the policy, except the individual responsibility of 
those whose names are upon the policy. A policy for $10,000 may 
have the names of fifty different persons, each guaranteeing the 
payment of a specified portion of the loss, but what guarantee is 
offered of the responsibility of the individual? True, many of the 
individual underwriters are business men of prominence and high 
financial standing, but among them are others less well known. 
The propertyowner who accepts one of these policies does so be- 
cause he is familiar with the reputation of two or three of the gen- 
tlemen whose names are attached to his contract, and he accepts 
the others, who are unknown to him, on faith. If he will look at 
his contract, he will see that the ones upon whom he has relied are 
liable for ouly a specified portion of his insurance, while the un- 
known underwriters carry the remainder. Suppose that between 
the date of the issuance of the policy and the time of a loss oc- 
curring under it, half a dozen of these individual underwriters should 
fail in their regular business, what chance has the insured to recover 
his claim against them? Precisely this thing has happened in the 
Lloyds of London, and claimants have been involved in tedious 
and costly litigation against individuals to recover from them. We 
know that one of the largest—if not ¢he largest—dry-goods houses 
in this country was solicited to lend its name to this scheme, and 
refused for the’ reasons, among others, that the contingent liability 
was a dangerous factor to mix up with their legitimate business ; 
that there was an inequality of liability upon each risk; and be- 
cause some of the individual underwriters did not occupy such 
positions in the commercial world as to entitle them to engage so 
extensively in outside speculations. Another merchant, who read 
our published list, expressed the greatest surprise that some of the 
persons named should lend themselves to an enterprise that was 
liable to entangle them to a ruinous extent. “Some of those 
men,” said he, “ are offering their paper in the market constantly, 
and I would not touch a dollar of it while this insurance liability 
hangs over them.” When aman buys an insurance policy from an 
incorporated company, he knows precisely what its credit is based 
upon ; it has its capital reserve and surplus ; the amount of each is 
easily ascertainable, for the facts are officially reported and exten- 
sively published. An individual underwriter’s policy has nothing 
to commend it except the reputation of the persons signing it, and 
when individual credit is strained at all times as it isin this country, 
a good business reputation may be but a flimsy cover to insolvency. 
While propertyowners are not justified in putting their trust in 
insurance in this individual form, the individuals engaged in it are 
accepting hazards they do not understand, and assuming a con- 
tingent liability that cannot fail to injure their credit and standing 
among conservative business men. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 





Tue charge of Jacob Samuels against Moses Strauss of the firm of M. 
Strauss & Son, dealers in tailors’ trimmings, 508 Broadway, that he had 
been incited by Strauss to fire his premises, seems to have been made up 
out of whole cloth, and the tables were turned upon Samuels, who was 
arrested last week at Strauss’ instance for forgery, So far as appears up 





76 


to the present time, Strauss was entirely innocent of any such attempt as 
was claimed by Samuels, 
* * * * 


THE Metropolitan Board of Fire Insurance Brokers announces its inten- 
tion to rent an upper floor in the building of the Niagara Fire Insurance 
Company, 135 Broadway, and offers to give fifty companies standing on 
the floor, for the sake of transacting business with brokers on the prin- 
ciple of an exchange. This is a very bold scheme, and in view of the 
difficulties which are apparent at first sight, it seems somewhat doubtful 
whether it can be made to work successfully. It has its convenient 
features, however, and it is possible that it might be developed into a 
very useful and convenient method of transacting business, 

% % * * 

THERE is an unusual amount of insurance offering at the present time. 
While many companies that have been members of the Tariff Association 
are busy now, for the first time in months, it is somewhat doubtful 
whether they would not all have been just as busy if the Tariff Associ- 
ation had remained in force. Of all unseasonable and unreasonable times 
for a Tariff Association to break up, none could have been found better 
than the present moment, when the maintenance of rates and commissions 
is a comparatively easy matter, and when every company in New York 
has as much business as it can handle. The present situation is simply 
a throwing away of a large amount of money without any reason or justi- 
fication whatever. 

% ¥ * * 


THE committee of fifteen appointed to consider a plan fora new Tariff 
Association in New York city, does not seem to have made much headway. 
One reason for this probably is that it has not tried very hard. It is 
pretty generally understood that, so far as all the leaders are concerned, they 
will all be found ‘‘inside” at the proper time. The trouble lies substantially 
in nearly the same old group of local companies that has never united, ex- 
cept with the Metropolitan compact, and never will unite with a Tariff 
Association. 


* * * * 


THE situation to-day is exceedingly like what it was six years ago, when 
the New York Tariff Association was established. There is now, as there 
was then, no association regulating rates and commissions. The New 
York Boagd of Underwriters occupied the same position, and exercised, 
so far as it could, a conservative influence onthe business, The standard 
rates (not tariff rates) of that body were pretty generally observed then in 
the dry-goods district just as they are to-day, except on the very best 
classes of risks. 

* * * * 


At that time every agency company in New York assented to the 
formation of a Tariff Association, and with hardly any exception the same 
is true to-day. The objectors are, for the most part, the same class of 
small local companies, who are actuated largely by the same motives of 
suspicion, jealousy and fear which possessed them then. Most of these 
companies feel the terrors of approaching dissolution any way, and while 
they know they cannot help themselves are not willing to help others by 
joining a conservative movement for bettering the business. 


* * * * 


Tue history of the New York Tariff Association is an abundant answer 
to any question as to whether an efficient and useful organization can be 
created and held together in New York. This body, during its career, 
did incalculable good. It accomplished great reforms in the business, 
which were felt in their useful influence all over the country, and it put 
in the aggregate probably several millions into the companies in the 
shape of increased premiums. It can be done again, and even better 
done than it was then, and it seems incredible that the task should be 
left unfinished. 








—The fire losses of New Hampshire for January, as compiled by F. C. 
Livingston of Manchester, due to twenty-three fires, footed up $89,679, 
on which insurance to the amount of $75,507 was paid. 
losses were $146,093, due to twenty fires, 


Last year the 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ALBANY. 


A Bill Limiting Life Companies’ Dividends to Seven Per Cent—Little Chance that 
it Will be Heard From Again—Rumors of Proposed Amendments to Existing 
Laws—Dis-ontent With the Curtis Law—Also with Last Year's Receiver- 
ship Law—The Question of the Application of the Tax on Foreign Insurance 
Companies to be Probizbly Again Brought up—Proposed Amendments to the 
Burns Law.—The Insurance Department's Report.— What it Shows. 





[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

The only bill introduced in either house during the past week was one 
by Senator Collins, February 10, providing that no life insurance com- 
pany organized under the laws of this State, shall declare or pay hereafter 
any greater dividend than seven percent per annum to its stockholders. 
It is provided that the act shall take effect immediately. 

The source from which this bill came is a sufficient guarantee of its 
purpose, and it is not atall likely that the life companies will even go so 
far as to try to stop it where itis. There is little chance that we shall 
hear any more from it. 

There are, however, rumors of amendments that will soon be proposed 
to existing laws. It is said that the regular insurance companies are very 
much annoyed at the Curtis law of 1887, which exempts county co-opera- 
tive companies from the law of 1886, requiring all fire insurance policies to 
be printed with a uniform style of paper, type, and so forth, so that policy. 
holders may be protected. It is probable that the regular companies will 
try to have the exemption removed. 

There is also talk of amending the law of last year, which came from 
the insurance committee of the Senate. It provides that no receiver of 
any life insurance company shall be appointed if such company has 
actual funds, invested according to law, of a net cash value equal to its 
outstanding liabilities, and a reserve on policies and claims not material, 
calculated by the net premium method on the American Experience 
Table of Mortality, with interest at four and one-half per cent per annum, 
and the capital stock shall not be considered as a liability of a company. 
but no company shall issue new policies if its premium reserve, with in- 
terest at four per cent, calculated on the net premium basis according to 
the Actuaries, or Combined Experience Table of Mortatity, is shown to be 
impaired, until the impairment is made good, and a certificate of the 
Superintendent of the Insurance Department has been issued to that 
effect, 

It will be recalled that last year the most important law for the city of 
New York was the one introduced by Senators Plunkett and Dunham, 
and Assemblymen Crosby and Hagan, amending the consolidation act 
by extending the period during which the corporation therein named 
may collect and apply to its use the percentage or tax on the receipts of 
the foreign fire insurance companies doing business in the city of New 
York. The Plunkett bill originally extended for thirty years the time 
during which the trustees of the Exempt Firemen’s Benevolent Fund 
should be entitled to collect the two per cent tax on the receipts of 
foreign fire insurance companies in the city of New York, the said cor- 
poration to maintain in its corporate name any actions in any court of 
record to recover the tax during that period. Crosby’s bill reduced the 
period of extension to ten years. Senator Dunham’s and Assemblyman 
Hagan’s bill extended the period for thirty years. During the first five 

years of that period, 45 per cent of the tax should go to the relief fund 
of the fire department, 10 per centto the Board of Fire Underwriters, 
for the relief of the fire patrol, and 45 per cent to the exempt firemen’s 
fund ; and during the remaining twenty-five years of the extension, 42% 
per cent should go to the relief fund of the fire department, 15 per cent 
to the underwriters for the fire patrol, and 424 per cent to the exempt 
fireman’s fund. During the struggles over these bills in the Assembly, an 
effort was made to pass the bill in accordance with the bills of Senator 
Dunham and Mr. Hagan. When that effort failed, another was made to 
give 15 per cent of the amount to the establishment of a benevolent fund 
for the fire patrol. Finally, the original Plunkett bill was passed and 
went to the Governor, altered so as to reduce the extension io ten years. 
The present force of firemen sent delegations to the Governor to protest 
against the signing of the bill ; but the bill was finally signed by the Gov- 
ernor, who protested that the measure might be more equitable, and that 
he should hold himself open to conviction on that point by some future 
legislature, There is a story floating about to the effect that this state- 
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ment of the Governor’s has led certain parties to prepare a bill which is 
entirely in the interest of the present force of the fire departments ; and 
failing to secure all of this, it is said that the firemen hope for a com- 
promise in which they will be the gainers to some extent. 

Another rumor is to the effect that an amendment is to be proposed to 
what is known as the Burns law of 1887. This law provides that any 
company, corporation or association organized under the law of any 
other State—to make either of the following kinds of insurance: 1. Upon 
the health of persons. 2. Against injury, disablement of persons result- 
ing from traveling or general accidents by land or water. 3. Guarantee- 
ing the liability of persons holding places of public or private trust. 4. 
Upcn the lives of horses, cattle, and other live stock. 5. Upon plate 
glass, as against breakage. 6. Upon steamboilers against explosions, 
and against loss or damage to life or property resulting therefrom. 7. 
Against burglary or theft, or both—shall be permitted to transact business 
in this State when it shall have made a deposit of at least $100,000 with 
the insurance department, or other proper officers of the State where it 
is organized, invested in such securities as are required of such com- 
panies by the laws of this State, and when it shall have complied with all 
laws governing casualty insurance companies organized in this State, and 
received a license from the Superintendent of the Insurance Department. 
No such companies shall undertake or do more than one of the several 
kinds of insurance mentioned in the first section of this act, and no such 
company shall undertake any other business or risk; prov ded that 
nothing therein contained shall affect the business of any company now 
doing life and accident insurance only. The amendments which are to 
be made are more likely to take place in class four in the above list, it 
being evident that the live stock insurance bill introduced by Senator 
McNaughton and Assemblyman Sullivan cannot go through in its pres- 
ent shape. 

The report of the insurance department will probably be given to the 
public before this week is out. It is said that the new State printer has 
done himself justice in the work—the typographical appearance of the 
book being superior to its predecessors for several years past. 

The more the report is studied, the more evident does it become that 
the losses of the past year were very discouraging. An excess of 
$20,000,000 in losses over the record of 1886 is an addition of twenty per 
cent to the average losses for many years past. The officers of the insur- 
ance department are inclined to consider that the poor show of many of 
the companies is due as much to insurance brokers as to the extra fires, 
and that, unless changes are made, the insurance brokers will be the ruin 
of many of the companies, SPECTATOR. 

ALBANY, February 14. 





MONTREAL. 
Few Fires and Little News, but Mercury Low and Underwriters Worried —Chat 
about the late Big Fire—A Difference of Opinion—Death of H. A. Holden— 
The Agency of the British America Vacint—Life Insurance Men Excited— 
A New Comer from across the Atlantic—Looking for a Manager—A New 
Tariff for the Province of Quebec—Sympathy for our Fire Underwriters—The 
Results of Last Year's Business in Canada. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


There is a dearth of news, and, fortunately, there has been for the past 
two weeks a dearth of fires in the city. The thermometer at sunrise to-day 
was 30° below zero, and underwriters are fearing a repetition of the scenes 
at the large fire three weeks ago to-night, when the weather was very much the 
same asto-day. The front walls of the buildings burned at that time are still 
standing, and, coated as they are with ice, present a very handsome sight. 
This fire showed another instance of the diversity of opinion among com- 
pany managers, for one canceled a large line on an adjoining building 
for fear of the walls falling and crushingit. This danger was not unknown 
to the other companies, ‘for a special meeting of the association was held 
to consider it, yet the line was immediately taken on by other companies, 

The British America is without an agent in this city, as H. A. 
Holden, who has for several years occupied that position, died on the gth 
inst., aged thirty-nine years, of typhoid fever. He was an unusually pains- 
taking, careful agent. There will be much competition for the position, 
and it is said that on the day of his death several aspirants went up to 
Toronto. 

The life insurance men are a good deal excited by the entrance into 
Canada of the English and Scottish Law Life office for business. James 
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H. Scott of London is here endeavoring to find a manager, and to make 
arrangements for commencing business, 

March 1, a new tariff will go in effect in the whole province of Quebec, 
and all risks will be rated—not specifically, but according to the minimum 
system in vogue so largely in Canada. In the maritime provinces the 
ratings are specific, also in the Northwest, but not so in Ontario and 
Quebec. 

We notice with a feeling of sympathy the hard times that our American 


‘neighbors had last year, and how few of them made much money. On 


our side of the line the best record was made probably by the Scottish 
Union and National, which had a loss ratio of but forty-seven per cent, 
followed ciosely by the Imperial with forty-nine per cent. Considering 
the business, these weze bothextraordinary. The ratio of the Royal was 
about sixty-five per cent, with expenses of about twenty-four per cent; the 
L, and L. and G. came out about even; the Connecticut made about 
$2000; the Citizens, National of Ireland, and Atlas did not make any- 
thing. It was a hard year, and the manager of the Caledonian told me 
that the January just passed was the most unprofitable January he had 
ever experienced, so you can see that matters are apparently not im- 
proving. Day. 
MontTREAL, February 10, 


DOINGS IN KENTUCKY. 


INSURANCE legislation has been slow in coming tothe front. It seemed 
fora while that the legislature was giving no thought to insurance matters 
and would make no move in that direction, but in the last day or two, 
some matters of interest have come to light. A Senator, in conversation 
with the Insurance Commissioner yesterday, said he came here under a 
promise to his constituents to passa valued policy law, At the close of 
the interview he remarked, he found the question had two sides, and had 
come to the conclusion it was a dangerous matter to tamper with, and he 
would not introduce the bill. There are men in the Assembly who want 
to pass such bills, but the strong opposition to be met with has evidently 
discouraged them. 


* * * 


A BILL was introduced to incorporate the Limestone Insurance Com- 
pauy of Maysville, with $100,000 capital and the privilege of commencing 
business when $10,000 had been paid in. It provided that the company 
might invest in ‘‘ real and personal property, and notes, bonds, bills ard 
public and private securities of any and all kinds whatsoever.” It was 
passed in the House after being amended so as to require $100,000 capital 
to be paid in before commencing business, and its funds to be invested 
in accordance with the insurance laws. 

* * % 


A BILL has been passed amending the charter of the Kentucky Grangers 
Mutual Benefit Society. The name is changed to Kentucky Mutual 
Benefit Society, and the premiums are to be based upon the American 
Experience Table of Mortality, with the right to issue paid-up policies. 
The legislature added: ‘‘ Provided, however, that all contracts made with 
holders of certificates or policies shall not be changed thereafter, so as to 
entail on said policyholder a greater cost than that specified in the policy.’ 
It will, presumably, adopt the natural premium plan, as, under this pro- 
viso, it must either adopt that or the level premium plan, 

* * * 


Tue Insurance Commissioner recently sent the following letter to the 
life companies doing business in Kentucky: ‘‘ Believing that there no 
longer exists the necessity for requiring life insurance companies to file 
annually the descriptive lists of policies issued, ceased, etc., I have con- 
cluded to modify it under the power granted me in the sixteenth section 
of the life insurance law. These schedules will not be required to te 
filed annually, but only when, in my discretion, such filing shall be 
deemed necessary.” This action will relieve the department as well jas 
the companies of much annoyance and expense, and as the other States, 
under whose laws the companies are organized, have regular insurance 
‘departments, the Commissioner believes it is unnecessary to have these 
schedules filed annually. 

* % ¥ 

THE Peoples Mutual Benefit Society of Elkhart, Ind., has been refused 

admission to this State, The following, taken from one of the company’s 
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leaflets, and signed by O. N. Lumbert, secretary, will give an idea as to 
his conception of what constitutes the usefulness of an assessment com- 
pany: ‘‘ We desire to call your attention to the large increase in losses 
paid. Last year we paid $125,451.40, and this year $178,910.48, and 
showing a gain of $53,459.08, and there seems no reason why we can not 
make it $300,0co during the coming year. Trusting that this will be 
satisfactory, and that you will all put your shoulder to the wheel and 
assist in placing your society where the whole world can see it,” etc. 


* * * 


ONLY one amendment to the insurance law has been offered. Itis an 
unimportant one and provides that companies organized to transact 
fidelity busines only, may issue their stock in shares of $10 or more. 
Some other bills have been talked of, but none formulated, and it is im- 
possible to say if they will be. One is to repeal all insurance laws. The 
member who suggested it claims that if all restrictions are removed and 
taxes abolished, insurance will be cheaper. It is sa‘e to predict that such 
a bill will not pass. Another is to require companies, when they cancel 
a risk on their own behalf, to return to the insurer a vo rata of the gross 
premium, instead of deducting commissions or other expenses and re- 
turning a fro rata of the remainder. 

% * * 

A MEASURE has been introduced in the Senate, under the guise of an 
amendment to the general statutes, and is now in the hands of the com- 
mittee on general statutes, providing that in case of total loss an insur- 
ance company shall be required to pay the full amount of the policy. It 
looks very much as if the originator had disguised the bill in the hope 
that it would pass without attracting any attention. The member having 
it in charge told me it would not, in its present shape, be reported favor- 
ably. 

* * * 

Tue Senate passed a bill yesterday, providing as follows: ‘‘ That sec- 
tion 764 of the Civil Code of Practice be and the same is hereby amended 
so as to add to said section, at the end thereof, the following language, to 
wit.; and upon the affirmance of, or the dismissal of an appeal from, a 
judgment for money rendered against any insurance corporation or com- 
pany, or against any corporation not created by or organized under the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, ten per centum damages on the 
amount of the judgment appealed from shall be awarded against the ap- 
pellant, although such judgment be not superseded.” 


* * * 


A MEMBER who has had a loss introduced a bill in the House, the im- 
portant features of which are; ‘‘ Section 1. That each insurance company 
doing business in this State, by itself, its agents or attorneys, to the 
extent of all policies given out by said company, shall, upon loss of the 
property thus insured, pay to the party or parties, person or persons, cor- 
poration or corporations, which are entitled to the same as shown by the in- 
surance policy, the full amount of the policy. Section2. Whatever of the 
burnt building is left after the fire or burning shall belong to the insured, 
provided the company that has the property insured may use it in the erec- 
tion of another building of the same character and of equal value of the one 
burned, and on the same ground, within a reasonable time after the burn- 
ing, and when this is done it shall be in full payment of the policy issued 
on said building.” Tie indications are that this bill will pass, and it is 
probably best that it should, as it may have the effect of preventing the 
passage of other more objectionable measures. 


FRANKFORT, Ky., February 11. BLUE GRAss. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 





THE BROKER'S LIABILITY TO THE ASSURED. 
[To THE EpITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 

In your issue of 2d instant, at page 53, under the head of “' Briefs from 
Chicago,” calling attention to the evil practices of certain brokers in 
making false representations to companies concerning the risks which it 
is sought to insure, you say: ‘‘The policies are written upon the state- 
ments made, and when the loss occurs the real facts come to light, and 
the policy, by its terms, is null and void.” 


THE SPECTATOR. 
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That is very true, but you add: ‘‘The assured in such cases has no 
redress against the broker.” This last proposition is untenable. Even a 
gratuitous undertaking to insure is valid, and the broker or agent respons- 
ible for unskillfulness in procuring a void policy. The authorities are 
abundant: 

Ela vs. French, II New Hampshire Rep., p. 356; Tracy vs. Wood, 3d 
Mason, rep., p. 132; Thorne vs. Deas, 4 Johnson, rep., p. 84: Wallace 
vs. Telfoir, 2d T. R., p. 188 N.; Wyld ws. Pyckford, 8 Meeson & Welsby, 
Exchequer, p. 443; Wilson vs. Brett, If Meeson & Welsby, Exch., p, 
113. A SUBSCRIBER, 

Cuicaco, February 11. 





“MIXED M/1LLS” AGAIN. 
(To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


Mr. Frazer having had his last say upon Philadelphia ‘‘ Mixed Mills,” 
and then made his bow and exit, allow me to do the same. 

Mr. Frazer reminds me of the lawyer who had no case, and, according 
to well-known practice in such emergencies, abused the other side. He 
calls me all kinds of hard names, but it does not matter; it does me no 
harm, and will help to keep him warm this hard winter. Let it be con- 
ceded that Mr. Frazer is a very grand man and an honest one. I always 
thought he was, and think so now, but I deny that he is infallible. That 
is clearly shown by his headlong plunge at the bait set for him by my 
reference to the Arrott fire in January, 1886, which he calls ‘‘the largest 
mixed mill fire ever known in Philadelphia,” whereas the fact is that it 
was nota mixed mill fire at all. What is a mixed mill, according to 
Frazer? (See Chronicle, December 29, 1887.) ‘‘ The term ‘mixed mill’ 
is employed to indicate a textile mill using regular wool pickers, cards, 
mules, etc., and working on all or part cotton stock from the raw state 
into yarns or further.” I accept this definition without qualification. 
Now apply this to the Arrott fire. What tenants were there, and what 
work did they do? -At the time of the fire the Arrott Mills were occupied 
as follows: Jos. Greer, woolen spinner; Thos. Henry, Jr., & Co., cot- 
ton spinner; Henry Grant, woolen spinner; Stead & Miller, weavers ; 
Joseph Hodgson, weaver. The adjoining properties that were burned 
were occupied by various parties, but in no case as a mixed mill. 

Comment by me is unnecessary. 

My first letter, my second, and this, all arose out of your articleon Mr. 
Frazer’s circular of January 4, 1888, in which he states ‘‘ that upon the 
same basis the losses have been 5 3-10 per cent per annum.” The basis 
he refers to being seventy-five mixed mills in his books, I deny his right 
to draw general conclusions as to results on Philadelphia mixed mills 
from sonarrowafoundation. Iclaim that there are more than seventy-five 
mixed mills in the Pailadelphia district (probably 250), and quote Hex- 
amer’s plans to prove it. He reiterates his assertions, ignores Hexamer, 
and goes off into a long discussion about all kinds of matters except the 
point at issue. I reply, decline to follow him into irrelevant matters, 
and try to bring him back to the 5 3-ro per cent losses; then he calls 
names, and says he will have nothing more to do with me. So moteitbe! 
In conclusion, let me repeat what I said before: If Mr. Frazer will fur- 
nish the names of the seventy-five mixed mills where the losses were 
$1,107,000 during the last five years, I will add to the number of mixed 
mills those that are missing, and if he will give us the specific loss in 
each, I will cut down the amount of losses in mixed mills to less than 
one-half the figure he names. So long as he retains his data in his inner 
consciousness, how can I analyze it and prove it wrong ? 


PHILADELPHIA, February 13. MIXED MILLs, 





BRIEFS FROM CHICAGO. 


PRESIDENT Hope, of the Long Island Insurance Company, paid E. M. 
Teall & Co., its local agents in this city, a visit last week. 


* * * 


J. FRANK PATTERSON, assistant secretary of the New York Bowery 
Fire, has been visiting its Chicago local agents, E. W. Lyman & Co., and 
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its superintendent of the Western department, R. H. Kerr. The New petent inspectors are employed. John Ootnout is manager of the Inspec- 


York Bowery is extending its agencies, and is fully prepared for an ex- 
pected increase of business during this year. A new State agent and 
special agent were recently appointed. They appear in the list of ap- 
pointments of this issue. 

x % * 


Tue many friends of Walter Critchell, formerly with R. S. Critchell & 
Co., will regret to learn of the death of his only daughter, aged one year 
and seven months. Mr. Critchell and wite are now living in De Land, 
Fla. He still continues to write fire insurance. 


* * 


E. E. Capp, superintendent of the accident department of the Fidelity 
and Casualty Company of New York, was in Chicago last week. He 
says: ‘‘ It is truly wonderful how our business in the West has increased, 
and still there is a large territory to be covered in the future.” 


* + 


BurGLARS have been working their will on the west side of late, 
their doings culminating in the murder of Amos J. Snell, who lost his life 
while defending his property. Not so with Chas. H, Case, general agent 
of the Royal. When the burglars paid a visit to his abode, Mr. Case very 
wisely stayed in bed, allowing the rascals to depart with several thousand 
dollars worth of valuables. His house is equipped with an automatic 
fire alarm and electric burglar alarm and gas lighting apparatus. The 
burglar alarm operated and the indicator in Mr. Case’s room gave him the 
exact location of the knights of the bull’s eye. The gas was lighted and 
the visitors departed. af 


* * 





J. O, Lez, general agent, and George M. Harvey, local agent, of the 


Granite State Fire, are on a visit to the company’s home office at Ports- 
mouth, N. H. J. L. Whitlock has been visiting at the home office of the 
‘*Old and Tried.” Geo. W. Montgomery has been in New York. 





* * * 


HamMonpD, Fry & Co, have been appointed agents for the City of 
London Fire Insurance Company. This is quite a valuable addition to 
their office, as they were recently deprived of several companies. 


* * % 


THE announcement of the sudden death of Captain Thomas Underwood 
created a feeling of universal sorrow among his many friends in this city 
and in Indiana. Mr. Underwood was born in Washington, D. C., in 
1829. His first business enterprise was in the hardware business at Cam- 
bridge and Lafayette, Ind., in which he continued until 1862, when he 
entered the Twenty-second Indiana Regiment as quartermaster. After 
the war he engaged in the insurance business, and in 1881 became con- 
nected with Ducat & Lyon in the local office of the Home of New York. 
Of late years he has acted as an independent adjuster. 


* *% * 


Davis & REQUA having lost the agency of the City of London have 
room for another company. With this and the recent exit of the Mechan- 
ics and Traders, they are compelled to place about $100,000 outside of 
their own companies. From February, 1882, to 1888, they gave the City 
of London $126,000 in net premiums, while the losses were $92,000. 


* * * 


Tue Mutual Fire Insurance Company of this city has secured the ser- 
vices of B. D. Smalley of Detroit, Mich., formerly local agent there, and 
an experienced underwriter. Mr. Smalley will hereafter have charge of 
the agency department. 


* * * 


Tue National Inspection and Map Company, with headquarters in this 
city, was organized, chartered and commenced work during the latter 
part oflast year by prominent officials of mutual fire companies, princi- 
pally from the West. The company already has twenty-six subscribers, 
and its success is assured. Todate some 200 complete surveys and orig- 
inal diagrams have been made, The surveys, occupying from four to six 
full pages of matter, with absolutely correct diagrams of the risks, make 
the work invaluable to the subscribers. About ten experienced and com- 








tion Company. 
* * % 
Ir is rumored that the Alliance of New York expects to enter Illinois, 
and that Chicago will be among the agencies. 


* * * 


Tue Underwriters Exchange ata recent annual meeting elected the 
following : Geo. W. Montgomery, president ; C. R. Hopkins, vice. presi- 
dent; O. W. Barrett, treasurer; R. N. Trimmingham, secretary, and O. 
W. Barrett and R, J. Smith, members of the patrol committee. 

* * * 


Tue Arkansas Valley Fire Insurance Company of Wichita, Kan., is 
among the recently incorporated companies. Another opening for sur- 


plus lines. 
* * % 





J. C. MonTGomeERryY, recently in charge of some fourteen mutual. fire 
insurance companies at Jersey City, has become connected, as adjuster, 
with the National Inspection and Map Company of this city. Mr. Mont- 
gomery has made 1800 inspections of Eastern specials in the nineteen 
months that he spentin the East. These inspections are now on file at 
the Chicago office. They cover eleven States, 


* * * 


GENERAL JOHN A. THompson, who will be remembered as having 
responded to the toast ‘‘ Fraud, folly and fire has destroyed millions,” 
by those in attendance at the recent underwriters banquet, died very sud- 
denly on the 31st ult. He was president of the Union League Club and 
a member of the law firm of Williams & Thompson. 


* * 





* 





Tue Chicago Board of Fire Insurance Brokers has held its annual 
meeting. W.J. Hemstreet, president; C. H. Howard, vice-president ; 
C. C. Phillips, treasurer, and R. C. Waring, secretary. 





* * * 


A LIFE INSURANCE Official, in conversation with THe SPECTATOR repre- 
sentative last week, says: ‘‘ During the latter part of April, 1875, a 
Methodist preacher took out a ten-payment life rate endowment policy, 
which, it was expected, would mature in about fourteen years, The 
policy, however, matured on the third day of this year, and we have been 
looking for the preacher ever since. A draft for $1010 was mailed to his 
former address and was returned. Just think of an insurance company 
hunting for a person to pay him a thousand dollars.” * 


* * * 


W. S. SwyMMER, manager in this city for the ‘‘ old reliable” Phoenix 
Mutual Life of Hartford, reports business as on the increase. The ‘‘life, 
endowment and annuity flan’’ of policy issued by this company is tak+ 
ing in a way that insures success for its plan. 


* * * 


M. G. BENTLEY of Omaha, Neb., has been commissioned as special 
agent of the Niagara Fire for Nebraska, Utah and Wyoming. 


* * * 


Co.oneL R. H. Eppy, superintendent of the Union Central Life Insur- 
ance Company of Cincinnati ; Hon. John M. Pattison, vice-president and 
manager of the company, and J. M. Edmiston of Lincoln, Neb.; George 
Washington Wellington Yates, Topeka, Kan.; W. B. Fonville, Nash- 
ville, Tenn,; M. R. Waters, Minneapolis ; Major J. Anthony, Nashville ; 
W.E. Bailey, Plymouth, Ind.; R. T. Perry, Peoria, Ill.; James White, 
East St. Louis, Ill.; D. O. Daily, Hazefton, Ind.; J. E, Smith, Decatur, 
Ill.; A. Baily, Withville, Va.; and M. D. Nicol, C. E. Lowell, E, R. 
Farnam, George R. Kibbi, Allen Waters of Chicago. The above named 
represent the Union Central Life and its business in eleven States. They 
were all gathered together at the Colonel’s office recently and held the 
first ‘‘annual meeting of agents.” Colonel Eddy complimented the 
agents for their attention to business and the results achieved, and Vice 


“President Pattison talked life insurance so strongly that the agents, after 


cross-examining him with difficult questions, came to the conclusion, by 
his answers, that their vice-president was a walking, cyclopwdia on life 
insurance, Colonel Eddy has been kept very busy since the meeting 
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showing his friends the elegant gold watch and chain, and telling them all FiRE INSURANCE BY STATES—Continued. 






























about the agents who wish their superintendent to keep time with them. — = 
The first annual meeting was a grand success, soe 
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Farragut, I rs Cae) 0 wakea's cRy tna, I rh was $29,351 $18,405 62.8 
Fire Association of Philadelphia, Philadelphia... 25,c62 7,900 31.5 Agricultural, Watertown...................200e- 4,852 20: 4.2 
Fire Insurance Association, London............. 91,853 50,730 55.7 American, Newark........ Beene wee ete e eee 9,515 5.972 | 62.8 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco.................. 340,846 93,278 27.4 American Central, St. LAGIB. ..o..ccccccescccess 25,733 10,305 49.1 
Firemens, Baltimcre................-scecccscess 11,373 1,216 | 10.7 American, NEW YORE. ...ccccscesccvcssccsceses 2,348 I -O4 
Firemens, Newark............ecssee0- Oe aie 16,610 8,786 521 Armationn, PRM CIIUI s 5.65 ices iescesesecrecees 20,972 33,464 | 124.0 
PuAWNUA: PONMAEISIIRS « < 5c06550 000s aeeeeseess. 14,744 1,432 9.6 Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco.................+. 21,982 3,631 | 16.6 
RR Er re 35.438 8,947 | 25.3 NE Rnd gasatdedbinecesccdnsaewnes 2,633 723, 27.5 
German-American, New York................... 67,935 18,919 27.8 SRS AGNSTIOR, TOCGINO. osccécccrsccccsceseces 8,381 4,445 53-2 
NE SR OO EE eee 33,870 10,728 | 326 Burtimeton, Burlington... « «os ocsscccencscosces 71,092 30,694 | 42.8 
Girard F. and M., Philadelphia ..............-- 10,042 801 7.9 California, San Francisco.............--eese00.- 753 | tetas vee 
Glens Falls, Glens Falls..........--.000 ecccees. 24,503 6,394 26.1 eae UI oa osc ab acer Said we Os 6 052 6,893 | 103.6 
Granite State, Portsmouth................--... 5,106 88 1.7. City of London, London..............-cee...+.. 6,670 11,756 | 1762 
BE EEE TEE ; 99,382 45,697. 45.9 Commercial Unicn, London.................... 34,842 30,714 | 88.3 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg..............+... 90,710 26,389 | 291 Concordia, Milwaukee..............-cecceeeeeee 15,226 18,189 | 119.4 
Han.burg-Madgeburg, Hamburg..............-- 44,931 27,397 | 60.9 Connecticut, Hartford.....---........seeeeeeees 33,749 13,518 | 40.1 
Hanover, New York..........---ssceeees: wi 44,314 10,879 | 24.5 Continental, New York.........---.----.....4.. 119,903 81,938 | 68.9 
MeN UINIIOEL << ss oc.scvcs ccoerdvavecderer 146,926 49:731 | 338 Dwelling House, Boston...............ceccecees 17,323 6,337 | 36.7 
Helvetia-Swiss, St. Gall.......... 0... cccceeceee 62,713 11,809 18.8 Five Assaciation, LOVER. ... .6cc.oscscccsccecess 13,892 13,042 93-9 
Home Mutual, San Francisco..............2+0.- 230,139 74,476 | 32.4 Fire Asscciation, Philadelphia................... 21,771 27,959 128.3 
eae 79,185 42,209 | 53.3 Firemans Fund, San Francisco.................. 22,857 15,321 | 67.2 
Howard, New York........----...-. aaa 42,871 18,374 42.9 I cece an sa uauissWecane new — 3,840 572 14.9 
AO i di ncncis ves ssc swworancccvwes 52,569 15,347 29.2 PrQmklin, PRURGCIOIIG. oo6ockccccsscscvcseveesss 9,794 7495 75-0 
Insurance Company of Dakota, Sioux Falls.....- 9,695 3,106 | 32.1 German, Freeport......-...........eceeeeeeeess 191,952 103,501 | 53-9 | 
Insurance Company of North America, Phildel'a 114,031 36,665 | 32.2 German-American, New York.............+++44. 54,712 29,410 53.8 | 
Ins Co. of the State of Pennsylvania, Philadelp’a. 9,510 3,409 35.8 ae oa calbnirmnibendaea 39,739 42,747 | 107.5 ‘ 
Lancashire, Manchester...... ....esececcececee. 44,787 9,861 | 220 Germania, New Votkecc...c.ccccccccccccccceses 19,381 15,793 | 81.4 
Biren POUT NONE... <6 6c dvcccvcdvadacessoevscs 7,138 100 1.4 Girard F. and M., Philadelpbia................. 6,670 756 II.3 ; 
ES EEE PI een 69,892 28,216 | 40.4 Glens Falls, Glens Falls.............eeeeeeceeeee 15,351 12,396 | 81.1 ; 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool.... 256,429 94.732 | 36.9 Granite State, Manchester..................... 2,203 491 | 22.2 ‘ 
CMDS cdevanvavvpsavevegecsoncseder 51,550 27,908 54.2 Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg.................... 6,552 3,001 | 54-9 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.............. 93,998 35.432 | 37-7 Hanover, New York.................. eenneeaets 13,282 14,787 | 111.3 
London and Provincial, London.........-----.. 20,667 11,373 55.1 I og 5 os vain ible wainiiacs ane 59,680 38,031 63-7 1 
Magdeburg, Magdeburg...............ss.eeeee 18,555 13,627 | 75.1 SN MIN oo Sta ne ee aaewe names onic’ 123,359 71,123 | 579 1 
Manchester, Manchester................-20.... 58,034 Si0s | Sis. TRON, Ceo oi on sk. cece cine inniaseanssee's 5,53 8,553 154-4 1 
Mechanics and Traders, New Orleans........... 2,231 1,086 | 48.7 Insurance Co. of North America, Philadelphia.... 38,235 29,507 77-4 1 
Merchants, Newark............ «cecceces sc eece 17,779 7,268 | 40.9 Lancashire, Manchester........ .........ssc0es. 12,688 9:429 | 743 . 
Merchants, New York...........ccceceeeececee. 6,629 2,350 | 35.5 Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool... .. 26,013 10,268 | 39.4 : 
Michigan F. and M., Detroit... ......00....0s0¢ 11,079 1,152} 10.4 Merchants, Newark......... Ee eS pewaaaad 8,393 6,112 729 
MINE IN ccc. ones cccdkwekeicacces 34,555 21,327 | 61.7 . Michigan F. and M., Detroit..........ssescecees 2,787 1,5co | 53.8 
National, New York........... dthimnpaneycaiees 21,437 8,947 | 417 Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee..............- 23,458 23,977 102.2 d 
EE OS ae 27,544 7,553 28.2 a A Sr neers 14,530 10,182 70.2 f 
New Hampshire, Manchester.....-............. 3.921 250 6.5 | New Hampshire‘ Manchester... 13,275 5,803 | 43.7 ! 
New York Bowery, New York...............00 3,580 3,336 | 93.2 é 
PE FUE se nce seiniddinidecsonabesioes 38,934 28,14t 72.4 





* Condensed from The Pacific Underwriter.—For this State the ratio is computed on 
losses pid. 
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Premiums. 


§Name or Company. 


KANSAS—Cont. 





Northern, London....... shaitdaKinbessbeanetens $13,464 
North British and Mercantile, London......... 43. 
Northwestern National, Milwaukee.............. 30,719 
Norwich Union, Norwich...........--cccceeces- 12,606 
Oakland Home, Oakland..................0.005- 18,450 
RIK, TOO iva ccc ewncssssgee gesenecese 16,669 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia... ...--..........+0.- 17,364 
Peoples, Manchecter..........ccscceccvesceceses 9,610 
Pheniz, Brooklyn. .....-..ccers ceccee cocccccens 86,538 
Pheonix, Partha. 0c cccciscoccsicsccccsevesses 65,072 
Phoenix, LONGON........ccereccecscocveccers ‘ 13,828 
Oucen, Liverpool.........cssescsesssssscccccces 28,438 
Rochester German, Rochester......--..........- 7,256 
eS init win iirea6.0056-cb needed eee 19,861 
De: FU DOs a sean este. erdseecdsnesinns 8,549 
St, Paul F. and M., St. Paul. ....2..20 sessccese. 17,599 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield......... .... 62,258 
SE COE MND 5c 6renn ban ccnse de scpeeesenens 62,937 
Tk er 7,980 
pO SO ES re pene ie eer ree 25,203 
Rosen, Tait PRIN i n.05 5 sows ew cccncescdiseee 5,384 
Westchester, New Rocheile..................... 31,056 
I , enccncnarwikdwtes a teusnnes ae 6,342 
Western Home, Des Moines......---.-......... 40,536 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn.................. 4,894 
LOUISIANA. 
PD: TEM « keisunicrr nea ncnceg spe cesesnwnte $8,158 
American, Philadelphia... ....cc0esscccsccces 18,167 
American Steamboiler, New York..............- 1,356 
British and Foreign Marine, Liverpool........... 105,352 
Ce ee PUIG so oss corccaseseecs idee 1,136 
Commercial Union, London..........---+...... 14,298 
Continental, New YoOt®....0...vcccscsscecsccves 13,837 
Dakota F. amd M., MERCH. .o46.5 5. crccrscccnas 1,5cO 
Employers Liability, Lordon...............+.6 148 
Fire Association, London...............sesesees 6,492 
Fire Association, Philadelphia................... 5,141 
Firemens, New Orleans.......------e++eeeececes 58,752 
German-American, New York.............seeees 7,552 
Germani2, New Orleans.......2 sccccccscccece 43.332 
SN Wes 6 cenenes anew endndaneenes 7.734 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg........... ivense 5.578 
PRMRCIONG, EABTUONG. ...ccccccvcovscsccsncessswcces 20,727 
SE, SHO GORDIE Sc aveacsecennss secisseuns 56 35) 
SE UN MN 6 aa iiern ne dretaeeeciie keen ate 144.534 
SN NN chu Rca ie ts6 6 seeeeenes 21,879 
I, MT WUE A crciensect vanes decveRenenek 3,971 
NE, SINS inch eeddenind-s564e0n~a004t052 11,801 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila.... 34 716 
Lancashire, Manchester................secescee: 32,738 
Raeeyette, NOW OMCRRB.. .ccc0sssccceseesseessen 44,010 
TS See ee eee 3,508 
RE ee an ee 8,676 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool..... 76,433 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.............. 17,537 
Louisville Underwriters, Louisville.............. 7,206 
Mannheim, Manoheim................cscccesses 5,661 
POND, BANNING 50 nine dindsaseresesscnssasewen 9.732 
PNOER DEMURE. «ass cascdeeon Ceedonsusne 16,506 
New Orleans Ins. Association, New Orleans..... 67,517 
New York Underwriters Agency, New York..... 19,073 
PN TNE nos ogihhawesaaenmnses 8,760 
North British and Mercantile, London........... 26,890 
Northern, London...........seseee paeataeene lens 13,485 
Northwestern Mutual, Wahpeton................ 5,867 
Norwich Union, Norwich.............e.2seeeees 9,971 
DO RIOD iu pt cnecséncesncsasssiases 104,737 
EE ESE ee eae 14,371 
Providence-Washington, Providence........ qeooe 16,241 
ae rear 29,808 
Reliance Marine, Liverpool.............-seseees 16,929 
a ES aaa 34,138 
a a ee eee 19,922 
Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh........ 12,029 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield............0+. 15,973 
Sun Fire Office, London........sececccccccccecs 17,095 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans.............seeeeee08 160,901 
Thames and Mersey, Liverpool 8,747 
Teutonia, | err is 85,606 
Union Marine, Liverpool.............2ececeee0s 3.433 
SN, POUMUNDR ois cscccnbsecsvapeccsadeus 5,970 
United States, New York..........ccccescecesses 2,216 
Washington F. and M., Mobile.............s00«e | 4,888 
PEE, Blots BAUS. «5. ovcc.vcccvecssceccescnee 2,706 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn.....---....es.0+- 1,910 
A WISCONSIN. 
IRI eee KS cc cmdline. $65,303 
Agricultural, Watertown........----....sseee00- 8,361 | 
Allemania, Pittsburgh ............00sseccseesee: 16,694 | 
MONON, CUMERIEE 6 « 555.500505.00a0c0enencowsied 19,079 


—_ 





* Local companies are not required to report losses in the State. 
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Name or Company. 
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| Premiums. 





WIsCONSIN—Cont. 
RE, THOU v5.06 cc0 sins eenensensets dieses 
EE EEE sv cncectesewngennsetseccthe0es 
American, New York..... 

American, Philadelphia 
American Central, St. Louis ..........-+--...00 





American Mutual, St. Louis...........cceseeeees 


American Steambviler, New York...........---- 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco. ....----.......... 
DORR, FOMRNTRec cc0 cece svcesececesesswns 
DAMIR, BOM «0. cccscsvescevsescesesoeseces 
British America, Toronto..... pedunaveusevessees 
Buckeye Mutual, Shelby........--2.-eeessseeeeee 
Buffalo German, Buffalo........'.......-....0.-- 
a 
Central Manufacturers Mutual, Van Wert....... 
eee 
= ae oe 
eee 
Clty Of LOR, EOROOR occ ccccceciciccccvecess 
CIE, FE ss erase cecsencnsecsenss esos 
Commercial, San Francisco.......-..........--. 
Commercial Union, London ............. ....5. 
Commonwealth Mutual, Decatur................ 
Commonwealth, New York 
re 
Cs BIE a 60 005.50060006 +e0K00seune 
DS eee 
Detroit F. and M., Detroit.......... jateeneneses 
Dwellin 
Equitable F. and M., Providence.......... 


ROO, FOOT TOUR onc cinccccscccssesceussess 


Pe Te edinnchabawpiniceneewieccqdacwed 
Fire Association, Philadelphia................... 
Fire Insurance Association, London............. 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco.................. 
PIONS, TONGUOR. 5 coveseccesessovsscecs scons 
OS SE eee eee 
Fire Ins. Company Co. of Philadelphia... ...... 
Ps COS cnaheicicwscnns codneevece 
PUR, SDs iin insG00dcseddescesctanee | 
German-American, New York..............+-+«- 
CN, Saks ccnntondetenesdiecbescsecs 
German, Peoria......... SceeDAeoneieesKeCaNeS 
I, I on cceddancdaeenaeeae 
CHT Oi, FRO Wa so sive iscicedinsivaxsceseee 
Germantown Farmers Mutual, Germantown ..... 
Girard F. and M., Philadelphia.................. 
ee A eee 
Granite State, Portsmouth ................ecee.- 
Cormnenin, THO WOE koe cove ccscnwecnciscvceses 
Ss Sains ddicddinsccbrunnewecawns 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg........... bienecen 
Ck ere 
a ae 
Hartford Steamboiler and Inspection, Hartford... | 
Wi RUIN ass danaicnsucwcacneausecinoes 
Herman Farmers Mutual, Herman.............. } 
SR Nn ictennndsicanechacdenes 


SeepOTiRl, LONGO oo ciccesiicscccccsvnneeesssees 
Insurance Company of Dakota, Sioux Falls.....-. 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila .... 
Lancashire, Manchester ........ccce.ssccccccces 

ESO, BOW SOUR vsnncscnwoessesecesasves sess 
De RK citignhihi pobiadsrdacuseussoan en's 
liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool..... 
Lloyds Plate Glass, New York ................4+ 
London Assurance Corporation, London........ 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool ...........-- 
Ce ey PE chic anauessrccaiuce-eocs 
Iumbermens and Manufacturers, Eau Claire .... 

Manufacturers and Builders, New York.......... 
Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual, Rockford. 
Manufacturers Mutual, Indianapolis............. 
Manufacturers Mutual, Milwaukee .............. 
Manufacturers Mutual, St. Louis...............- 
Mercantile F. and M., Boston................00 
Movonntile, Ceevebaend.. oo. kcccccsccoscccescsvess 
Merchants, Newark.........ccccecccccece 
ee a eee 
Merchants, Providence... ............ccccessess: 
Metropolitan Plate Glass, New York.........---- 
Michigan F. and M., Detroit........--......+++- 
Millers National, Chicago ...................++. 
Millers and Manufacturers Mutual, Minneapolis.. 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee............... 
Minneapolis Mutual, Minneapolis .............. 

Mississippi Valley Manufacturers, Rock Island .. 
DE, CDi cedaricrcssveesscccsceskctecess 





ae 8 8 ee eee re Ter 
DER TIRE, TO IDs 5 0:00:05 0:6060000000560008 


House, Boston............. inneuniles-s 


Losses. 
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FIRE INSURANCE BY STATES—Continued. FIRE INSURANCE BY STATES—Coxntin@ed. 
ww Ow 
eae 
Name oF CompPaANy. Premiums. Losses. = a Name or Company. Premiums, Losses. 
“32 
WISCONSIN—Cont. PENNSYLVANIA—Cont. 
POOUONG, FIRMING on o0cisisivsencenescrccceseescne $21,588 $16,895 78.2 Fire Association, New Vork................++++- $16,503 $5,425. 32.9 
Newark, Newark ....cccccccsssccssccrscececsvee 1,189 557 49.9 Fire Association, Philadelphia................... 254.780 138,006 54.1 
New Hampshire, Manchester.......-------+++-. 17,942 3.129 17.5 Fire Insurance Company Co. of Philadelphia .... 64,257 26,048 405 
New York Bowery, New York.............-....- 11,048 8,494 76.5 DE. SURNOUD Dc cpaannncpadecsue sees rove 6,714 133 1.9 
PRED, LION. NOR cwsin saves ewes wsiesedssdineoeaiae 45,218 29,739 65.8 PE, BONNOR sv o5 ko040sdcv0ccwesccdsssennsr'e 18,481 15,378 83.1 
PECRtD AMETICON, BOBO. oc cccccccccccctcreses 1,511 257 17.1 Firemans Fund, San Francisco...............-- 37,014 21,058 S61 
North British and Mercantile, London........... 61,353 52.499 | 839 Firemens; Newark... <cccescscccdescscevessceses 18,635 6,400 344 
WOONENOER, LORI so weve dscc wise cccieeaved cones 11,503 3.099 | SEF Frankiin, Colamibas,..o<cicsscscescacvsceseasss 20,477 10,255 501 
Northwestern National, Milwaukee............-- 84,177 39.470 46.9 Franklin, Philadelptia.............eecceeeeeeees 113,877 66,017 579 
Norwich Union, Norwich................se+ee2- 12,679 7,804 61.5 German-American, New York............e+eee0. 129,056 55,722 43 2 
os eeumnrecinn weie cadens 20,772 20,789 100.0 German-American, Pittsburgh ............------ 53 896 25,706 | 47.7 
Oshkosh Mutual, Oshkosh...........cceceeeees: 30,000 31,603 105.3 Germania, New York........ Fee E PEO EN 96,216 33,548 34.9 
NE Err erer ee 3,674 5,169 1496 German, Philadelphia..............00.eeeeeeeees 58,657 31.294 53-4 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia..............-+-+.... 41,269 23,746 57-5 German, PUSVOTD. «..<000:0:0:000s0000000800~ Jarek 76,513 23.699 30.9 
POIIOS,. PIGROROUIET oo oocsiccciscsescsecencesess 5:724 1,966 344 Girard F. and M., Philadelphia...............-.-.- 132,831 38 565 29.1 
PMAMIE, IMOGKIYD <0. 6.50 ccccserescessccnsssesese 93.470 57,133 o1.t ee er mer 19,001 10,463 55.0 
PRON, SOMNNG +. stinvcescesccreciusrseecesaee | 69,569 36,009 | 51.8 Granite State, Portsmouth...............ceeeeeee 12,194 5.439 446 
PENNE, BOUND sss casccccencssiserenieescesnie 34,216 24,685 | 72-2 (reenwich, New Yurk..............eccsecececees 13,603 6,497 | 47.8 
I I iain: gia pudin naauniece-eeiscee a 21,027 648 3° Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids...............-.-++ 4,238 1,740 41.1 
Providence-Washington, Providence............. 10,781 3,063 28.4 Guardian F. and L., London..............eceeee 47,816 22,942 47-9 
Packers and Provision Dealers, Chicago......... 572 tees i ee ee er erreer 2,926 628 21.5 
Phoenix Mutual, Cincjnnati...........---2...4.. 1,451 1,500 103.3 Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg................... 60,656 24,473 | 404 
CON, TAPONIOOE 6 os: :ccnicewvbis0eseddcescesnes 32,717 18,210 55-7 Humboldt, Alleeheny.............sceccessseeees 29,296 14,669 59.1 
Reliance Mutual, Dubuque..........----......-+ 4,768 pcleteite aah Hanover, New York....... Be SERRE RST SIR 81,070 51,979 64.1 
Rochester German, Rochester .........----....-. 16,395 4,847 RF A oe a culate 184,031 88 897°, 48 3 
PEE, HUDIOIG 0 ov-006ksscccccsdeccenseeeens 33,160 SA 7e 1) AED) Tee. EW VON cis scews co sacicccovess eScatenak 156,667 70,802 | 451 
Royal, Liverpool .....---++2...-seeeeeser eee cere 19,741 B,055:| 499  Boward, Now VORicscsssscecccccsccccecsccces’ 50,730 24,112 476 
Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh ........ 13,231 11,305 85.7 ee ee een Sere 87,120 66,819 76.7 
SOGasity, NOW FIAVER co cscs ccccccccscveccccesves 5.244 2,999 57-2 Insurance Company of North America, Phila.... 517,918 330,105 579 
Spring Garden, Philadelphia............----.... 5,249 14 ‘2 Insurance Co. of the State of Pa., Philadelphia... 56,729 36.074 63.6 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield........,....-- 31,388 26,793 | 85-3 Jefferson, New York.........scccccecccccceccce 1,605 4 2 
ee ee ae a ee 27,643 18,288 66.3 Jefterson, Ps cnisniansanciaenare sean 19,865 2,973 14.9 
Standard, New York........-.... SEDC Sew ee eae 2,908 2,473 84.9 Jersey City, Jersey City..... eeepeeccccececcesees 5,060 28 5 
SN EO BOE Mensssviscitcceseccqasecesesenl | cwenee SI ee ER 2 Ee ee 10,667 4,689 43-9 
Sun Fire Office, London............. Go oenediw i 20,524 9,828 479 Kings County, Brooklyn............---s+--eee-. 2,710 774, 28.6 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans..............00..000- 8,056 8,230 102. Jancashire, Manchester.......--c-.seeeeseeeeee: 158,556 100,250 63.5 
NINO 55s n s conareeeseneaenwaewes 2,218 506 255 Liberty, New York... cccccccccscsiscveverecscecs 15,277 321 2.1 
Syndicate, Minneapolis.............+--0+------- 4:395 | waves sate, UREA I ion ole eanmal cbher een eee 22,865 10,339 | 45.2 
“POWMOMIA, TONGRCIDIIR..... .cciceccesscccces Pore 835 313. 35:3 Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool..... 266,847 132,061 49.5 
UTE COO couse vceccceKsuricrdisasvesers. 41,882 32,254 76-9 london Assurance Corporation, London........ 84,283 48,600 | 57.7 
Sramsatiantic, Hamburg. ......cccsesceceessces 4.663 4,932 | 105-7 London and Lancashire, Liverpool........------ | 88,777 39,301 | 44.3 
Union, California.---......002+-0esseeeeeeeeeeee 16,563 18,386 111.0 [ong Island, Brooklyn ...........sseeeeeceeees: 7,957 3.443 433 
Union, Philadelphia...... RolamnucendmmiedaGiame aaah 8,902 3,168 355 Louisville Underwriters, Louisville..........---. 8,418 2,585 30.7 
United Firemens, Philadelphia................. 2,573 2t 8 Lumbermans, Philadelphia...........0..cccssrscee 67,139 23,592 35 2 
United States, New York. ......2..ccccssccesess 2,270 1,393 | 61-4 Manufacturers and Builders, New York..... a alee 7,853 2,507 | 327 
Western Manufacturers Mutual, Chicago........ 9,806 1,225 12.5 Manufacturers and Merchants, Pittsburgh....... 39,050 41,792 | 134.9 
I ROIS isa nina sind veamasien eters owe 36,823 SA 1 GSP it. OE PMR, cocci ckecs ce ciceverscesvancnes 2,608 1,148 43.9 
Westchester, New Rochelle............. ee eeeees 32,209 11,924 | 37-I Mechanics, Philadelphia...........--.seeeeeeees 39 338 13,085 | 333 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn ...............04+ 13,238 3,078 | 23.4 Mercantile, Cleveland ...........---seeceeeeecees 6,599 3,889 | 58.9 
Mercantile F. and M., Boston.............+--+-- 10,843 3,899 | 36.2 
Mercantile, New York..... RSET IRATE RNS eres 2,484 3.411 137.3 
PENNSYLVANIA, Wises: WBE. c occcsreceeeeesees ss dowaves 28,504 12,271 | 42.9 
Etna, Hartford..... Se Eee Seagate $275,346 $156,791 | 61.1 Merchants, New York ...........-22sceeeceeeeee 7,049 5 088 72.2 
Agricultural, Watertown............2--+++00- Dies 67,726 36,736 | 54-3 Merchants, Providence.............--sscescceecs 18,945 7,759 | 41.1 
Allegheny, Pittsburgh ................... cere ae 19,054 . 10,112 ioc ivic ov. 0.0.0 Saree cnescereeenee 5,254 1,007 19.2 
Allemannia, Pi tsburgh.........---++++++e++0e: 81,960 51,698 63-1 Michigan F, and M., Detroit...........+--0++-++ 6,377 1,699 | 206 
PMS, TOW LOC. 00055 ecccerceswcssecsecees:s 1 ao ---+ Monongahela, Pittsburgh.......----.........05. 16,667 15.333 | 91.8 
American, Boston......------ Piakatid-s sa comeiatnet 9,018 SUS |) A i I I os Sccnwioncawuvedeewenbe~'cres:e 63,213 12,042 | 20.1 
American Central, St. Louis ...-....-.--------+- 46,099 28,280 | 61.4 National, Allegheny............cccecssscecesces 31,911 14,931 | 46.8 
American, New York............0-.ececcceccees 18,021 S00.) COS | - Cie MEO acc ne cccsndcnesereeceeceee 39,295 21,045 53.6 
Ampetionn, Newark........6...c0rccacccescccccces 28,816 , 18,838 | 654 National, New York......---- SALA EE 9,159 7,833 85 5 
American, Philadelphia..............- eo eeeecees 236,0g0 126,864 | 53-7 Neptune F, and M., Boston.....----.-...+++-0+: 18,943 13,309 704 
Armenia, Pittsburgh....... CDESC MS EKORE CRS HOS 18,227 T0590 | F08F ‘Wael, MOM ccec sacs ces cccccccssccsvcvecces 13,731 5,585 40.8 
Artisans, Pittsburgh. .........02.scccccsccececes 33,280 8698 26.1 New Hampshire, Manchester......---------+...- 37.571 | 24,603 65.4 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco.....---.....++++ : 38,236 25.855 | 67-7 New York Bowery, New York.............-+-+6 22,021 8,608 | 39.0 
Atlantic F. and M., Providence. ......----++++++. 2,125 267 | 12.6 Niagara, New York ..........00eeeseeeeeeeeeees 82,913 47.544 | 574 
Ben Franklin, Allegheny..--..-.--.. Serr 29,145 12,809 44-1 North American, Boston..........---++ e+ceeees 9,048 2,815 | 31.2 
Birmingham, Pittsburgh..................-++++- 21,987 11,092 50.6 North British and Mercantile, London........... | 129,636 87,343 | 67.7 
Boatmans F. and M., Pittsburgh................ 55,451 PE) SD Baa CAD oo ia ca'ecccccecossoswesignnves 50,833 20,616 40.6 
British America, Toronto.............---......- 78,651 51,370 65.4 Northwestern National, Milwaukee.............. 5,977 19,689 329-4 
British and Foreign Marine, Liverpool........... 66 g9I 49,080 | 73-4 Norwich Union, Norwich.....---.-------e------ 65,981 37,163 56-4 
Buffalo German, Buffalo...............--------- 33,309 ee ee eee 745245 | 54.913 739 
California, San Francisco..............sseeeeees 10,302 I PS NS I se owns ciccec:00 5c ccewespenceee 14.759 3,841 | 26 : 
ES EEE CE AEE 9,596 2.951 | 30.8 Packers and Provision Dealers, Chicago......--- 3,019 898 = 
Citizens, Cincinna'i....... “SOWIE Es a eee See 7,047 7,629 | 99-7 Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.................++--- 179,465 65.785 s 
Citizens, New York....... Meteo nKenedekeewenses 22,087 13,036 | 59.1 Peoples, Manchester..........-..ee+ssescececees 24,712 17,240 69 
RN, PEDO vid ccoweeesivecsasceneescads 53,568 24,613 | 45-9 Peoples, New York...............+ee0.ee- oneal 7,030 2,523 3 9 
City of London, l.ondon..............0cceeeeees 27,957 24,074 | 863 Peoples,Pittsburgh......----0....+-scccceeeceees 30397 25,003 2.3 
OO SS ee ne re 45.944 79,132 | 172.2 Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh..-.--............eeeeeeee eB Be 1997 | 345 
NNN, POI 656... sscs cnccicessaveceess 10,104 Ie ee ae Err - 69 86,682 51-4 
Commercial, San Franc sco............2..-2000- II,590 G62! 56:9 Phenix, Hamre. <cccvicniccsesctscvcnsccvess 140,940 96,039 65-4 
Commercial Union, London..................-. 142,888 SEE) SER Deni BAB oaiasisedinsciccaccodeversesees 112,517 55,305 49:5 
Commonwealth, New York............2220000008 10,360 | weeeee ee MMR 2 Sata a nimmenene te 7,296 4,257 5 4 
Connecticut, Hartford... ........seeeeeeeeeeeeces 64,876 52,498 _ 809 Providence-Washingion, Providence............ 28,933 11,33 | 39-2 
Continental, New York............-+00ss..eee- 115,187 es ie ee a ere ere err rrr ere 139,129 55807 39-7 
Delaware Mutual Safety, Philadelphia........... 163,477 106,306 | 65:2 Reading, Reading.......:......secceeseceeeeess ear | 2 
Dwelling House, Boston............--....+---e: 59,063 26,794 453 Reliance, Philadelphia....................++000: 4 “eae 25 479 54-4 
NN SPs Soe meene cicccwaseouxpedecssys 10,869 6.473 | 594 Rochester German, Rochester.............+ee00: 19,083 73,493) 97-7 
Equitable F. and M., Providence................ 16,139 4,680 _ 29.1 Rutgers, New York... -220...0ccccesseeccscscves P4 > 4 " 3°433 e 
PMN ROW FORK. is occc ccc cccsesvcvsenanans 10,583 1,481 14.1 ee en eee 3 ap te pry O1.9 
eS ES 8 ee en 10,432 So | Sie Ge. Peek Poon M., Ot. Paw)... vciccsecvcasese. mg 45 = ip _ 
Fidelity F. and M., Cincinnati................... 2,615 . 473 18.1 Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh........ rage I $9 ro 
Fire Association, London....--..........-eeeee- 45,863 32,701 TG, _Bgnadity, WOW TAGE. ook cnceccsceccssinsvacsss 12,5 7,919 a. 
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PENNSYLVANIA-—Cont. 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield 
Spring Garden, Philadelphia 
Sun Fire Office, London 
Sun, San Francisco 
Teutonia, Allegheny 
Teutonia, Philadelphia ...-....: Rivvnccaseronncs | 
Transatlantic, Hamburg } 
Union, Philadelphia 
Union, PItsDargn....ccccccscccccssscvecesiss v0 
Union, San Francisco 
United Firemens, Pui'adelphia 
United States, New York 
Virginia F. and M_, Richmond 
Washington, Cincinnati 
Westchester, New York 
Western, Pittsburgh 
We:stern, Toronto 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn 


ARKANSAS. | 
Mites, TEE ions vce ccc ciocascevdsswcsnsees | 
American Central, St. Louis ? | 
California, San Francisco 
Ci izens, Mobile 
Citizens, New York 
Commercial Unior, I.ondon 
Connecticut, Hartford 
Continental, New York 
German, Fr eport 
German-American, New York 
Germania, New York 
Guarantee Company of North America 
Hanover, New York 
Hartford, Hartford 
Home, New York 
Hibernia, New Orleans 
Imperial, Loncon ; 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila.... 
Lancashire, Manchester 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool 
Lloyds Plate Glass, New York 
Metropol:tan Plate Glass, New York 
National, Hartford 
Niagara, New York 
Northern Assurance 
North British and Mercantile, London 
Pelican, New Orleans 
Phoenix, Hartford 
Southern, New Orleans 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield 
St. Pauli F. and M., St. Paul 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans 
Travelers, Hartford 
Western F. and M 
Western, Tor. nto 
Union, San Francisco 


MINNESOTA. 
Etna, Har ford 
Agricultural, Watertown 
Amazon, Cincinnati 


30733 | 
Ame:i , Bost 2,5 | 
me:ican oston 5,866 


American, Newark 
2,822 


American, New York, | a3 | 56,188 | 


American, Philedelphia..........ccccsess sereeesl 


American, St. Louis ’ 5,399 | 


Angio-Nevada, San Francisco...........--++..- 6,767 


Boatmans F. and M., Pittsburgh TL,135 | 
Boston Marine, Boston . , 3 462 | 
4.062 


Boylston, Boston 


Bitish America, Toronto ’ | 13,354 
| 296 | 


Buffalo German, Buffalo 12, 


California, San Francisco , 4,430 | 
; 11,726 


Central Manufacturers, Van Wert 
Citizens, New York 14,462 
Citizens, Pittsburgh 9,781 


City of aa 
ity of London, London ; 866 | 


Commerce, Albany 


Commercial Union, London 8,069 72 


Commonwealth, Decatur 
Concordia, Milwaukee ; 24.395 


Connecticut, Hartford 5 35,972 | 


Continental, New York 82,027 
Detroit F. and M., Detroit....,..-..s+se.--see0- , <_ 


MINNESOTA—Cont. 
Fire Association, Philadelphia 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco 


Fire Insurance Association, Lordon.,.......---- 


Fire Insurance Company Co. cf Philacelphia.... 


Pranklin, Calenebes. .cccccccccccccscceccesecees 


Franklin, Philadelphia 
German-American, New York 
Germania, New York 
German, Freeport 

German, Peoria 

German, Pittsburgh 

German Savings, Quincy 


Girard F. and M., Philadelphia........ senanewast 


Glens Falls, Glens Falls 


Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids.............---.... 


Granite State, Purtsmouth 
Greenwich, New York 
Guardian, London 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg 
Hancver, New York 
Hartford, Hartford 


Hibernia, New Orleans... 

Home, New York 

Howard, New York 

Illincis, Alton 

Imperial, London 

Insurance Company of North America, Phila 
Insurance Company of Dakota, Sioux Falls 
Jersey City, woe City .... 

Lanc:.shire, Manchester 

Liberty, New York 

Lion, 


Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool... . 


London and Lancashire, Liverpcol.......... 
Long Island, Brooklyn 

Lumbermens and Manufacturers, Eau Claire 
Manufacturers and Builders, New Ycrk......... 
Manufacturers and Merchants, Rockford 
Manufacturers, Indianapolis...... 
Manufacturers, St. Louis 

Mechanics, Philade!phia 

Merchants, Newark 

Merchants, New York 

Merchants, Providence 

Mercantile, Cleveland 

Mercanti e F. and M., Boston 

Michigan F. and M., Detroit 

Millers and Manufacturers, Minneapolis 
Millers National, Chicago 

Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee 
Minnesota Farmers, Minreapo! 


Mississippi Valley Manufacturers, Rock !.!and.. .| 


Mutual, Cnicago 

Mutual Union, Moline 
National, New York 
National, Hartford 

Newark, Newark. 

New Hampshire, Manchester 


New York Bowery, New York.......--------... 


Niagra, New York 

North American, Boston 

North British and Merc ntile, London 
Northern, London 

Northwestern National, Mi:waukee 
Northwestern, Rock Island 

Norw ch Union, Norwich 

Orient, Harttord 

Oshkosh, Oshkosh 


Peoples, Manchester 

Peoples, New York............. (an eeierey esees 
Peoples, Pittsburgh 

Pennsylvania, Pniladelphia 

Phenix, Brooklyn.............0.eeeeeee 


Phoenix, Hartford..... aaa PP II SOARES APS | 


Phoenix, Lordon..: 

Providenc -Washington, Providenc- 

Queen, Liverpool 

Reliance, Dubuque ....-......ceeeeeeeeereeeeees 
Reliance, Philadelphia 

Rochester German, Rochester 

Royal, Liverpool 

Rutgers, New York 

Saint Paul F. and M., St. Paul............... susie 
Scottish Union and Nztional, Edinburgh........ 





41,540 | 
22,061 | 
I1,45U | 
3,737 
155459 | 
62,250 
34 574 | 
42,593 
12,324 
11.848 
6;103 
10 829 | 
6,215 | 
3,821 | 
12.737 
9.575 | 
14,261 
23,984 
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Enterprise F ard M., Cincinnati + 

Equitable F. and M., Providence 7,563 | 97-5 Security, New Haven 

Exchange, New York 18,321 ITI-4 Springfield F. and M., Springfield 

Farmers, York 12,978 117-3 Spring Garden, Philadelphia 

Farragut, New York 12,482 | 105.0 Standard, New York 

Firemens, Newark 13,063 100.4 State, Des Moines 

Firemens, Dayton . 6,666 | 81.9 Sun, San FianciscO........-sss0...seeeee inceset 
Fire Association, New York 17,767 | 342-0 Sun Mutual, New Orleans 
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FirE INSURANCE BY STATES—Continued. 


Name oF Company. 


MINNESOTA—Cont. 
Fe, RNIN oo ndctcios cevesesecesss 
Syndicate, oar ag Sef ccccsseceseeseessvoene 
‘Teutonia, Philadelphia... F enceuien 
‘Traders, Chicago Siietderstadeeuseerentiiaevene 
Transatlantic, Hamburg........--......seeeeees 
SI, SUE OMNIS. Sve cecccocvccesceceescses 
United Firemens, Philadelphia................++- 
United States, New YoOrR......0...cccccccscccces 
Weesementer, NCW WORK... 006 cesccesecsceesvcce 
Western Manufacturers, Se 3 Se 1 NE eee 
MEMO, FIINUOEND , i cccaevccccscoesensvereeses 
I ROO ie Foec. biosskecsenrsoownedecese 
Williamsburgh City, New York.... 


CONNECTICUT. 

NN fi Dro cisaceisescnesedtucbsenes 
Agricultural, Waleriown.....--2....ceeceessenes 
AMOwICAN, NEWS .c 0. cccccccesecsescs WaAceewws 
SS BEE BONE Gan cesedeciessccesvesene 
American, Philadelphia..............scccccscees 
American Central, St. Louis... .cccosccccsccese 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco......-.......-+++- 
Atiantic F. and M., Providence.................- 
PRRR UMEEEIOR, DP OROWIGS 605.500 cc esieeccvessons 
Buffalo German, Buffalo..........cc..cccceccces 
Se ID idccneckadvcnnbevwedes sess 
EO RS ee SE ae 
RE et eee ere 
City of London Fire; London................++- 

SMMMIE OE, FOGG og nic cn sc ctenccesseeesveeeece 
Commeicial, San Francisco............-eeseces 

Commercial Union, London....... ........+...- 
Oe ee 
INE, DEO MONEE, oc bcdewvcccdeedssccepes 
on , Ree er ee * 
NS bods game oid kcikaescceeene ies ces 

Equitable F. and M., 
NE NN ht aos oi 6 cien 6 ae ee ud6 winnie 
Farmington Valley, Farmington................- 
PE TEIN BO ond icc nccwnsssicrscaescceve 
Fire Association, Philadelphia................--- 
Fire Insurance Association, London.......2..... 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco...........--.++-- 
SEE en 
Kirst National, Worcester, ..........cccccceccess 
PROM, FUMMUONMUIR ods cs ccecccsccaccetecess 
German-American, New York..................- 
OD i oO er eee 
Girard F. and M., Philadelphia............. esse 
Glens Falls, Glens Pallgics . .cccscccccccccce: cess 
Granite State, Portsmouth.........-.........000 
Greenwich, Greenwich................-++- 
Greenwich, New York........cccccccccccccccces 
Guardian, London.............--00. be ceennen oes 
Hamburg-Brcmen, NE in as cdea<ceenn ves 
Hanover, New York 
Hartford County, Hariford............ccecsecces 
ONCE PEMPUN ies Kiredccccoscvessocesnesees 
Holyoke, Holyoke....... Sphawtiaecnallansats 
Home, New York. . DMR ERiCcine ul cdende deaaon ee 


Imperial, RAI sh eng cimes 50096 6abos sess rvaens 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila..... 
Insurance Co. State of Pennsylvania, Phila...... 
wamsey City, Jersey. City, ....cccccssscscccccsses 
Lancashire, Manchester.............000ceeeeeees 
Liberty, New York. 2.0. 5s...--0cessccessscccoses 
Lion Fire, RON Sait has vec ensindcicessscescose 


Liverpool and London.and Globe, Liverpool..... 

ndon Assurance Corporation, London......... 
London.and Lancashire, London...........---.. 
PEON DABUISON 5 3:35.95. soc se ccccvocescoccece 
Merchants and Farmers, Worcester..... ......-- 
Merchants, Newark........-----.eeeeeeceeececes 
POOPCUOMES, NCW VOR 6050-06. cccccscccsescccees 
Merchants, Providence. ............eeeeeceeeeees 
PINE - DIRSIOGD Fs cies ccccwcnscvcsecveesses 
Middlesex, Middletown.................s0ee00-: 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee............... 
OME PAREN. COR 625% 5:2... ooo wcceccvceccosese 
INO, da B3d cSbiciddeccravocevececsess 
RENNIN Gli ge5:6-00cccveccrecasceceoess 
New Hampshire, PII wnisncenesetvbensnes 
New London, Norwich .............ccccescccces 
New York Bowery, New York...............-+-- 
PINON, wb cca Uiee. ccnccccescvenssccies 
Niagara, New York........ 
North British and Mercantile, | 
NNO. 5S5.acSG ccs cegsersvececevessee 





Premiums. 


$28,773 
33,977 
2,292 
24,113 
8,300 
16,139 
11,020 
8,450 
22,264 
9,251 
13,842 
25,350 
15,509 


Losses. 


1,200 
12,142 
15 849 

3,961 


Ratio of 
Losses to 
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CONNECTICUT—Cont, 

I, TEMEIIN ear oc inv s2n odadnenessh conten ee $24 558 $5,383 | 21.9 
PGE, PROM VOOR s occ ewes ccciscsvcesccscussesece 10,252 6,714 | 65.8 
PN PE I odeacniddcncs 566 caserenepesionoess 937 14 1.4 
Pennsylvania, Phi'adeIphia.....-......000++-e0ee 11,414 2,811 247 
Peoples, Manches er.....-... ....e00 Pere +28 5,215 9,507 182.3 
Peoples, Middletown...........---0...- i eaeawie 26,791 16,248 60.7 
PE PE BOOM sc occgs svetecevesivcncevacas 2,427 3,889 160.2 
PN IRs 6 cece henerte<sonenesenns eens 28.933 64,387 222.5 
PGNEE, SOUP i ksenccdeccconee- veassecveeree 73-942 26,937. 36.5 
PRES, DORE cc niiweciecrsees cc orcceravenes 17,226 17,931 104.0 
PE INC andipicicesacnteeecunsenereees 7,722 5,697 | 73.8 
Providence-Washington, Previdence.........---- 13,476 6,680 | 49.5 
Queen, Liv CTPOOl....-ceeseceeerrcnceseereceees 27 342 10, 109 37.1 
Quincy, QUINCY... .ccsccccccccccccceeseccccccces 1256 | enone Swiais 
Rochester German, Rochester....... peeeeenneee 3,672 808 | 221 
OREN, OI ER scat arenes sdscctennescesens 708 1,008 | 142.3 
NE EEE isc'<500sensuns cebenasbewnd voes 24,776 11,332 | 457 
Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh......... 17,869 6,298 | 35.2 
EE, TAO BONO cin cased ricvececoceeesguéeds 37,074 47,485 47.1 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield......... eeceee 34.472 11,108 | 32.2 
Spring Garden, Philadelphia.............+-++0+- Sat) s<evwes bom 
State, Hartford.......... JemiPascodeneceeekreeee 9,276 2,214 23-9 
Sun Fire Office, London........0.ceccccccescees 10,214 3,193 | 313 
enna Cosy, FOMANG . «i055 cecescecescsccces 27,021 19,468 | 72.0 
Traders, Chicago. . sosealniniela Lnimonewioan 9,927 1,112 II.2 
Transatiantic, Hamburg Se eee ORE ee 877 1,003 | 114.3 
United Fire Reinsurance, Manchester.......----- 27,390 12,742 | 46.5 
United Firemens, Philadelphia............ aeaeea 3,637 2,022 | 55.6 
Cimiiets Sates, HOW VOPR... iiécccescncccssescnss 2,402 287 11.9 
URIOG, FRURIIING cc ccccncinsccsccccccensccte 13,202 5,435 41.2 
Union, SI, on Ss piuetineeee 8,661 5,162 | 59.6 
Washington, Washington.......-........-.000+- 306 I,I00) 63594 
Westchester, New Rochelle..............-..0-+- 14,996 2,823 13.8 
I I vin t h o:saeres's 5 0600cencsnenss 1,785 2,138 119.7 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn. Sikpabecereriewss 23,361 4,998 | 21.5 
Windham County, Brooklyn................++-- T3300 | *  svsese foseee 





Spontaneous Combustion of Organic Dust. 


By C. JOHN HEXAMER, C. E., Member of the Franklin Institute. 
(Continued fiom page 33.) 
STRAW. 


With straw the case is different, and I have never known of a case of 
spontaneous combustion of true straw ; nor is the same probable from its 
chemical composition, The following case, the description of which is 
clipped from The American Exchange and Review, is interesting : 

‘* April 29, 1886, Messrs. Gerloff of Westerhausen sent a freight car 
filled with wheat straw by the Bavarian railroad from that place, intended 
for Nuremburg; but the straw was consumed by fire and the car badly 
damaged, while the latter stood detached in the courtyard of the station 
Raugir. The merchants claimed from the railroad the amount of $84, 
which was refused, and a counter claim put in for damage to the car, 
because burned, as alleged, ‘‘ by spontaneous ignition of the straw.” 

The case came before the Landgericht court of Miinich, when the ser- 
vices of Professor Soxhlet, of the Bavarian technical high school, and 
chief of the Bavarian Agricultural Experiment Station, were obtained, to 
decide whether such straw could ignite spontaneously. He made various 
experiments on this subject, results of which were shown to the court; 
and he came to the conclusion that spontaneous ignition was improbable. 
Hay was also tried, and it was shown that under circumstances of tight 
packing, while damp, etc., it will ignite of itself. Generally such ignition 
occurs from the middle of a mow or loft upwards, rarely commencing in 
the outer portions. It was proved that in this instance those opening the 
car to extinguish the flames found the fire more intense as they pene- 
trated deeper, and more towards the bottom of the car. The upper por- 
tion and roof of the latter were little injured, but the bottom portions 
were entirely burned. With these facts disclosed the court gave judg- 
ment against the railroad company.” 

Of course the above remarks refer to spontaneous ignition through 
water alone ; as with certain chemicals, such as fuming nitric acid, igni- 
tion may result spontaneously. Another clipping from the above men- 
tioned journal is of interest on this subject: 

“Nitric acid as disguised freight. There was recently a prosecution 
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before one of the Prussian courts, of the agent (one Lack) of a banking 
house in Berlin, for jeopardy caused to a train of railroad cars. The 
main question was, whether fuming nitric acid could, under the circum- 
stances, occasion spontaneous ignition—which, after hearing the sworn 
testimony of the court’s expert chemist, Dr. Jeserich, was decided in the 
affirmative. The agent had sent ten kilos (twenty-two pounds) fuming nitric 
acid from Berlin, intended for some point in Bavaria, per railroad. The 
acid was contained in a strong stone jar, tightly closed by a stone stopper 
and cement; the wholewas packed ia straw within a wooden case, Since 
such caustic and dangerous liquids would not be transported by the rail- 
road as express freight, the contents of the box were represented to be 
clothing. By this means the concealed acid was sent by a passenger 
train. During the journey, and when near the station Butterfeld, the 
car containing the express freight was discovered to be on fire. Before 
the flames had made serious progress the car was uncoupled and 
switched off from the train on a side track, and the fire extinguished with 
comparatively slight damage, and no person was injured. Examination 
showed that the stone jar had leaked, and the acid had come in contact 
with a roll of woo'en cloth, whereby the latter was set on fire. Dr. 
Jeserich gave it as his opinion that woolen textile goods and all hair of 
animals, horn, etc., have the property of igniting spontaneously when 
coming in contact with fuming nitric acid; and he stated that all the 
newer explosives, about which there has been so much written and said 
lately, such as robur t>, melanite, etc., are due to the action of nitric acid 
on hair and wool. Herr Lack, the agent, who had made the misrepre- 
sentation respecting the acid, was condemned by the court to two months’ 
imprisonment.—A//. Vers,-Presse, Berlin, 

“ This decision of the expert chemist seems to rest upon positive evi- 
dence that the enclosing straw was not first fired.” 


WEIGHTED SILKS AND DYED CLOTHS, 


Numerous cases of the spontaneous combustion of weighted and black- 
dyed silks and cloths have occurred, Thus The Boston Journal of Chem- 
istry in 1871 wrote : ‘ 

‘‘Within a year twenty-eight rolls of cotton cloth in one of our large 
dyeing establishments were dyed black, and were delayed a few days 
before they could be starched and finished. Two of these rolls were dis- 
covered to be on fire, not in flanes, but in a smouldering cond tion, or 
charred into tinder; a third roll was so hot that hands could not handle 
the cloth, and the wooden roller upon which the cloth was wound was 
heated almost to the point of ignition. 

“The rolls of cloth destroyed were the first dyed, and consequently had 
been longer exposed than the others, which, in a measure, explain why 
all the rolls were not in the same condition. 

‘In the dyeing, the first rolls were dyed without washing, by an over- 
sight of the dyer. This is the point of importance, as the chemical salts 
were left in the cloth. Logwood, potash, sulphate of copper and sulphate 
of iron constituted the dye, and we suggest this explanation of the prob- 
able cause of the fire. The potash and sulphate of iron change to sul- 
phate of potash and hydrate of iron ; the latter changes to oxide of iron by 
the absorption of oxygen from the atmosphere or from moisture in the 
cloth, and the heat thus developed reaches the point of ignition. Cloth 
in drying is very liable to contain heated moisture.” 

“Within a year a fire was discovered in a silk-mercer’s shop in 
London. The fire originated ina lot of black-dyed silk, and was dis- 
discovered, as in the first instance, before flames had burst out. The 
conclusion reached was that it was not safe to have black-dyed silk in 
large masses, and that each piece ought to be so placed as to allow a free 
circulation of air. We think it quite probable that the explanation of the 
combustion is the same as in the preceding case.” 

In Dingler’s Journal, as early as August, 1870, we find : 

“‘A short time ago a fire broke ou ton the premises of MM. Behague & 
Paxer, Paris, who are wholesale silk mercers ; the fire was, however, very 
quickly discovered, and this gave rise to the discovery that it originated 
inside of a large parcel of black-dyed silk, which had been returned from 
the dye-house only twenty-four hours previously, That black dyed silk 
is rather liable to spontaneous combustion, has been a well-known fact 
for years, but, notwithstanding the researches of Persoz and others on this 
Subject, the real cause is not quite elucidated. It is advisable, however, 
not to keep large quantit es of black-dyed silk together, and, also, to 
Prevent it from getting very dry ; and, above all, care should be taken to 
prevent it being exposed to any great degree of heat, while proper venti- 
lation among the parcels should be attended to.” 
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As far back as 1869 J. Persoz (Com. rend. LXVII, p. 1229) cited a 
case of spontaneous combustion of weighted silk, and gave his and the 
results of investigations of Gillet-Pierron, which are exceedingly interest- 
ing, but too long to be repreduced in a paper of this nature. 

Wagner’s Jahresbericht, 1879, shows a number of cases of spontanecus 
combustion of black-dyed silk occurred in the Vienna custom house. 

In 1872, F. Springmiihl (Musterzeitung) published an article on the 
same subject ; but this, as well as numerous other articles in my posses- 
sion, in which special cases and the particular dyes used are de- 
scribed, I cannot reprint here for want of space. But I will proceed to 
give the general causes in all these cases, which is: We all know that 
when two compounds containing elements which have a chemical affinity 
for each other are brought together, they will unite, forming new com- 
pounds, breaking up the old compounds, accompanied with a production 
of heat. If thisheat (through packing, etc.) is retained and accumulated 
in a mass, it will ultimately reach the temperature of ignition of the mass, 
and the organic fibres will burn. 

Thus, also, in dye and dry-houses where dyed cloth or yarn is dried, 
special care must be taken to prevent spontaneous combustion of the 
same, especially those in which the required shade of color has been pro- 
duced by chemicals which absorb oxygen from the air, forming new com- 
pounds which produce the desired shade. The warmer the material 
comes from the drying cans, the less heat by slow combustion or oxyda- 
tion is required for it to reach the ignition point at which it starts into 
active combustion ; or when it is tightly rolled or densely packed the heat 
produced by the chemical action is not conducted away as readily as 
when exposed to the free circulation of the air, and thus accumulating 
soon reaches the ignition temperature of the mass. Fires of this nature 
have been caused by materials colored with browns made from catechu, 
cutch, gambier, or terra Japonica; iron buffs, ind‘go blue, and cloth pre- 
pared with oil for Turkey red ; and even, though but seldom, in logwood 
and iron blacks; and more frequently in blacks made from aniline and its 
salts. Spontaneous combustion can be prevented by cooling the goods 
thoroughly as they come from the drying cans and submitting them to the 
action of the atmosphere on all sides; they should never be piled in quan- 
tity or put up in rolls until these precautions have been taken. Sized 
goods are not as apt to ignite spontaneously as those unsized ; but such 
cases do take place and are especially apt to occur where much tallow 
has been used in the size, since animal fats are prone to ignite damp 
goods spontaneously. Fires have been caused by supposed wWell-cooled 
goods being piled over night; all goods received from drying cans before 
closing in the evening should be placed in a fireproof room for the night, 
which, in order to secure frequent inspections, should be one of the 
watchman’s stations, and should be provided with automatic sprinklers 


and steam jets. 
LAMPBLACK. 


The spontaneous ignition of lampblack is due to the rapid absorption 
of oxygen from the atmosphere. In closing, such a case, clipped from a 
report of Charles T. Halloway, may prove of interest. 

‘* The following evidence was elicited in the investigation of the cause 
of the fire occurring in W. H. Brown & Bros.’s drug warehouse, on Sharp 
street, Baltimore, ia May, 1871, which is conclusive evidence of the result 
of spontaneous combustion. Dr. W. S. Love says: ‘Am a druggist; have 
been in the wholesale business; whilst in business some time since, on 
the corner of Pratt street and Bowley’s wharf, we had two cases of spon- 
taneous combustion, as follows: We received a barrel of lampblack one 
morning ; I had hoisted it up to the third floor; the lampblack was in 
papers, assorted ; barrel was full; took the head out; left the head on 
the barrel loose; about four o’clock (in the month of August) there was a 
slight shower, which lasted only a few minutes; the barrel was in the 
third story ; the barrel was placed jusi at the foot of the stairs leading to 
the garret; a little rain came through to the head of the barrel ; the lamp- 
black had got slightly damp; the sun shone directly upon this barrel, 
probably had been on it two hours; about sevea o’clock in the evening 
we discovered a smell something like burning oil; we talked about it; 
we thought it came from the garret; did not investigate ; there was no 
smoke ; we closed up the store about seven o'clock ; I returned about ten 
o'clock at night and still the same smell was there, but made no examina- 
tion; I occupied a room in the second story of the adjoining house ; we 
had communication through the buildings; about one o'clock the police 
officer called me up; told me the upper part of the building was in flames; 
I found the fire was on the third floor, and originated in the barrel of 
lampblack ; the top of the barrel was burning and also the stairway,’” 
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New York’s Drinking Water. 


Tue Croton water contains in one United States gallon of 231 cubic 
inches, the following normal impurities: 


Grains IN ONE UNITED STATES GALLON, 
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One hundred million gallons of this water are used daily in New York, 
in which are contained the following quantities of the above mentioned 
substances in pounds and in tons of 2000 pounds : 


IMPURITIES IN 100,000,000 GALLONS OF CROTON WATER. 
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CS Eee eer ret ere 1 ee ert ee eee ; 4,657 


Carbonic acid 
Organic a:.d volatile matter 








As the average flow of the Croton river is 400 000,000 gallons daily, 
there are 365 428 pounds, or nearly 183 tons, of impurities carried to the 
ocean daily by a stream which does not receive any refuse from factories, 





John Tyler Committed Suicide for the Insurance. 


Tue jury in the suit of Fred N.Smith against the National Benefit 
Society to recover $10,000 on a policy obtained by John Tyler, who before 
his death obtained more than $300,000 insurance on his life in various 
companies, handed in a sealed verdict on Saturday. The verdict was in 
favor of the defense, and it will affect about $250,000 in policies that have 
not yet been paid by the companies. The questions and answers which 
were put to the jury and replied to by them are: 

Q. Did John Tyler conceal from the defendant, or state falsely in his 
application, the amount of insurance on his lifez A. No. 

Q. Did John Tyler conceal from the defendant the fact that, prior to 
his application to the defendant, he had applied for insurance in other 
companies upon which policies had not been issued? A. No. 

Q. Did John Tyler, prior to his application to the defendant, make an 
intemperate use of alcoholic spirits within the meaning of the application ? 
A. No. 

Q. Did John Tyler use opium, morphine or other narcotic prior to his 
application to the defendant? A. No. 

Q. Did John Tylercommit suicide? A. Yes. 

Q. Was John Tyler’s application to the defendant made with the intent 
or purpose of subsequently committing suicide? A. Yes, 

Q. Did John Tyler, prior to June 5, 1886, ever have chronic catarrh? 
A. No. 

Q. Did John Tyler, prior to June 5, 1886, ever have habitual headache ? 
A. No. 

Q. Did the injury to the nose of John Tyler result from the kick of a 
horse or from disease? A. From the kick of a horse. 

Q. If you answer the fifth question affinatively, then say whether the 
said John Tyler was at the time of taking his life insane or not? A. He 
was not insane. 

The jury came to an agreement about two o'clock Saturday morning. 





A Model Letter of Instruction to an Agent. 


Tue following is an interesting letter of instruction to an agent. writen 
many years ago by the present president of one of the oldest, largest and 
most successful fire insurance companies, It is so ably written, and 
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being, asa letter of instruction, as applicable in the advice given as though 
it had been written to-day, we are tempted to reproduce it. The able 
underwriter who penned these lines has since been promoted from the 
office of vice-president to the presidency of the Insurance Company of 
North America. The gentleman to whom he wrote was formerly presi- 
dent of the Pacific Insurance Company of California, which failed by the 
Chicago fire, and it was just after the failure of that company that he 
became agent of the Insurance Company of North America. The follow- 
ing is the letter referred to. Although privaté-in its character, we trust 
that Mr. Platt will pardon us for printing, as we know that it will be read 
w.th interest : 


INSURANCE CoMPANY OF NorTH AMERICA, 
PHILADELPHIA, August 1, 1872. 


Fonathan Hunt, Esq., San #rancisco, Cal, 


DEAR Sir: We send forward by express two boxes containing supplies, 
as per list herewith, which we trust may reach you safely. In beginning 
this important agency, I can only repeat on paper what [ told you in per- 
son, let ‘‘ hasten slow” be the motto, and let small lines be the rule until 
a profit be realized. We do not restrict you as to class of hazards to be 
written. Let the amount written decrease as premiuin increases. We 
shall expect our account closed each month, as far as praciicable, by a 
remittance to balance. I need not remind you, an old underwriter, how 
much promptitude adds to the pleasure of business. Look out that we 
never be crowded in any locality and more particularly when exposed by 
frame ranges. Scrutinize closely the character of the insured, and let 
everything taken be good property of its class, whatever that may be. 
We wish copies every few days of policies written, for which purpose we 
send blanks. Oa hearing from you we will again write. Yours truly, 

CHARLES Piatt, Vice-President. 





‘** Brother Hadden” and the “Common Scold.” 


INSURANCE of New York was in a recent issue kind enough to give us a 
cheap advertisement and its readers the benefit of our remarks anent the 
National Bureau scheme. The advantages of this are three-fold. We 
get the advertisement; Insurance for once publishes readable and in- 
structive matter in its columns; and the readers of the New York jour- 
nal acquire some useful information for which they might otherwise have 
waited till the Greek Kalends. Mr. S. H. Davis says that ‘ Brother 
Hadden” may have published a pamphlet in favor of the constitutional- 
ity of the National Bureau, but that if it attracted g«neral attention ‘ no- 
body in particular” is aware of it. That need not surorise Mr. Davis. 
We never hinted or supposed for a moment that Mr. Davis was “‘ any- 
thing in particular.” The pamphlet in question startled the insurance 
world when the editor of Insurance rode in a perambulator and lived by 
suction. We are not prepared to stake our reputation that Mr. Davis is 
not now, in insurance matters, fit to be under the control of his nurse, 
but we do asseverate, make oath and say that even though Mr. Davis is 
now an insurance edito’, he was, when the pamphlet in question ap- 
peared, ‘‘ nobody in particular,” and, therefore, his readers need not be 
surprised at his ingenuously writing himself down an ignoramus in re- 
gard to a publication with the arguments of which every man who pre- 
tended to know aught of insurance matters was at one time conversant. 
Even if Mr. Davis had been *‘ anybody in particular,” and the pamphlet 
had escaped his eagle eye, that is no guarantee that it had not a wide pub- 
licity among mankind in general. Mr. Davis’ guess at the source from 
which our extracts from E. B. Harpei’s address were culled is, to say 
the least, unfortunate. In the first place, they did not come from his 
columns—no, heaven forbid !—and, secondly, before Mr. Davis attempts 
to teach us on this side of the Atlantic the dishonesty of plagiarism, we 
would take the liberty of reminding him that there is a magnificent and 
practically inexhaustless field for the exercise of his virtues within the 
compass of his own shores. When he has cleansed the Augean stable of 
literary piracy we will tend him our ear, Not before. 

Still, we are not ungrateful to Mr. Davis. He is probably a well-mean- 
ing man, and we live in hope that he will honor us with a few more of 
those sparkling paragraphs which we live in the desire of one day fully 
comprehending. Meanwhile, we wish hima prosperous New Year.— 
Insurance Fournal, London, 





The Union Central Life. 


THE twenty-first annual statement of the Union Central Life of Cin- 
cinnati, is out, showing gross assets of $3 863,831, and a surplus by 
the four and one-half per cent standard of $597,390; or by the four per 
cent standard of $381,563. 

The Union Central made most satisfactory progress in its business last 
year, the figures of the statement showing gains as follows: In member- 
ship, 3283; in premium receipts, $226,325; in income, $235,886; in 











ts 





Feb. 16, 1888. 





assets, $640,436; in new business, $2,400,988; in amount insured, 
$5,184,964. The total income of the company in 1887 was $1,364,953 ; 
it wrote $14,024,292 in new business, and the total insurance in force 
December 31, was $27,724,533. This is a state of affairs which should be 
very gratifying to all concerned. 


The Connecticut General Life. 


A CAPITAL statement is made by the Connecticut General Life Insurance 
Company of Hartford. The assets of this prosperous and reliable com- 
pany have now reached a total of $1,716,606, a gain during the past year 
of over $91,000, and the surplus to policyholders, by the Connecticut and 
Massachusetts standard, stands at the reassuring figure of $420,241, of 
which $181,007 is a special reserve to savings endowment policies. 

The total receipts of the Connecticut General last year, from all sources, 
amounted to $296,061, an increase of over $24,000, against which the total 
disbursements were $204,413, showing substantial gains as the result of 
the twelve monihs’ business. 





Life Insurance by States. 


Tue following statement of the transactions of life and miscellaneous 
companies in California in 1887 we condense from The Pacific Under- 
writer: 

















>in Insurance > . 
Companies. ; cea Written. ee Losses 
in 1887. 
CALIFORNIA. 

NM es cbcin baaeees 106 $255,000 $10,082 $36,711 
ON Eee Sat aus 6 45,500 , 1,258 16,c0o 
Connecticut Mutual........ 80 271,000 9,859 98, 102 
ere Tree ee 428 2,262,000 94.949 96,659 
Germania.........-... ei 10 34,500 1,726 65,984 
ON ee 5 eS ee 11,835 
eee ivan 9 81,000 See 
PMc ncacesscnsos . 114 3.9,110 17,587 23,475 
Mutual Benefit............. 100 406,000 10,525 ° 24,858 
| Beer neh 655 2,776,780 145.730 373,189 
on OE RTS 180 218,000 EG} = cnescods 
New England Mutual...... 35 1,026,500 41,537 106,891 
OS Rr eee 341 1,640,500 71,799 37,006 
Northwestern Mutual....... 161 588,000 23,888 25,300 
Pacific Mutual............ 273 786,575 37, 109 106,240 
PR aiunirs<secun bene 80 192,800 5,77) 13,200 
Union Matwdl.. 6s. esecccesse 108 268,000 9,842 8,526 
We SishS.....c ss sivcoyees 45 104,000 * aa eer 
Washington.....- eee eame 13 23,941 1,072 7,019 

RHEE siceceescniesenns 3,077. $11,382,206 $504,351 $1,051,055 

Miscellaneous Co's. 
American Steamboiler....... es $1,381,500 $12,824 $284 
American Surety....-..-..- 16 85,500 fh eee 
Cal. Title Ins. & Trust Co. 365 1,612,880 rere oe 
Employers Ciability.....--- 15 356,500 E456 | owcesese 
Fidelity and Casualty....... 379 1,507,524 10,882 1c,650 
Hartford Steamboiler....... 53 281,100 3,607 3 
Lloyds Plate Glass........ 5 2,329 Set” ‘Giseeess 
Metropolitan Plate Glass.... 63 42,330 1,213 1,026 
Pacific Mutual.............. 2,372 6,247,650 28,975 10,114 
Pacific Surety.............. 1,154 2,874,900 20,599 2,620 
ID gp pcckcnwsseveianss 3.710 10,903,300 21,553 9,588 

TONED ccsscccnsakdeds $114,813 $34,285 


8,281 | $25,296,414 





A Close Shave. 


One of the narrowest escapes which a life insurance company ever had 
was that of the United Life and Accident Insurance Association of New 
York, when on Monday Charles E. Thickstun died of apoplexy in the 
association’s rooms while undergoing examination preparatory to taking 
out a $10,000 policy on his life. The circumstances of the case, as given 
by The New York Tribune of Tuesday, are as follows : 


Mr, Thickstun called at the company’s office some time ago to see 
about taking out a policy, and arrangements for it had been practically 
completed. Yesterday morning about eleven o'clock he came in with a 
friend, and sat down to wait awhile for Dr. Boyle. The doctor did not 
come until a little after twelve o’clock. He asked Mr. Thickstun into his 
private office, and after chatting fifteen minutes requested him to remove 
his coat and boots to be weighed. Mr. Thickstun had already partially 
made out his application, having signed his name and the amount for 
which he wished to be insured, $10,000. He stepped on the scales, tip- 
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ping them at 175 pounds. Dr. Boyle then started to attend to something 
else turning his back as he did so. In a few seconds he heard a noise, 
as if someone had fallen to the floor. Looking around he saw Mr. 
Thickstun lying on the floor struggling in a fit of apoplexy. Mr. Thick- 
stun struggled and his breathing was stertorous. In five minutes he was 
dead. The body was taken to the O'd Slip station house. 

Dr. Boyle said that Mr. Thickstun looked in fine health when he came 
into the office, and that he had never had an attack of that sort before. 
Commodore Tooker, one of the company’s directors, said it was the 
closest shave the company had ever had; in fact the closest that, in his 
opinion, the whole business had ever known. 

Mr. Thickstun was married and had one child. He was insured in two 
companies in favor of his family, and was about to take out the third in 
favor of his aged mother. He lived at No. ror West Ninety-fifth street. 











MERE MENTION. 





—Lemont, II1., will establish fire limits. 

—The Merchants of New York has withdrawn from Pittsburgh. 

—H. Clarkson jis acting as manager fro fem for the Denver compact. 

—The Equitable Accident Insurance Company of Cincinnati will enter 
New York, 

—The Standard Avcident of Detroit has entered Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. 

—A Brooklyn (N. Y.)grand jury has recommended an extension of tke 
city’s fire limits. 

—Jersey City, N. J., had last month thirty-two alarms of fires, with a 
total loss of but $2810. 

—The Belleville (Ont.) water-works, built by Mcffett, Hodgkins & 
Clarke, have been satisfactorily tested, 

—The Ryan Block at St. Paul, Minn., was gutted by fire February 13. 
The losses are estimated at over $300,000. 

—Water-works systems will be built at Myersdale, Pa.; Warrenton, 
Va.; Hanover, Mass., and Port Perry, Pa. 

—Advices from Shanghai, China, say that nearly 2,000,000 persons are 
utterly destitute through the Hoang-Ho floods, 

—A Nebraska church fair netted eleven cents, five law-suits, an incen- 


¢ diary fire and a broken leg.—Detroit Free Press. 


—Advices from China via San Francisco, report the burning of 400 
houses at Forchow and 1500 houses at Matsumato. 

—The ‘‘ Ohio League” will hold its semi-annual meeting at Cincinnati 
on March 5, and not at Cleveland, as at first proposed. 

—It is reported that the King of the Belgians has insured his property 
to the extent of $1,500,000 in English fire insurance companies. 

—La Concorde Fire of Belgium has departed this life. It was organ- 
ized a few months since, with a reported capital of 1,000,000 francs. 

—The insurance companies have paid Barnes, Hengerer & Co. of 
Buffalo, on basis of a total loss, $719,500 on stock and $9250 on fixtures, 

—The Supreme Court records, the State election registers, and the 
canal commissioners reports were destroyed by fire at Springfield, Ill., 
recently. 

—-The annual business meeting and dinner of the Life Insurance Asso- 
ciation will be held at the Hotel Brunswick, New York, on Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 21. 

—The carelessness of an employee, who droBped a lighted match into 
a can of benzine, caused a $37,000 fire last week in a furniture factory at 
Charlestown, Mass. 

—The Presbyterian Mutual Assurance Fund of Louisville, Ky., has 
turned its toes up with unpaid death claims of $60,000. Policyholders 
are calling for an investigation. 

—At Cleveland, on the 29th inst., “The Union” will hold its annual 
meeting. The Stillman House has been engaged and rates will probably 
go up—that is, insurance rates. 

— Montgomery, Ala., suffered in 1887 from fifty fires, causing a loss of 
$37,265 ; insured for $242,306. In 1886 thirty-six fires did $154,897 
damage, with insurance of $104,239. 

—The twenty-fifth annual statement of the Firemans Fund Insurance 
Company of San Francisco shows assets January 1 of $2,181, 925, and a 
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net surp us over all liabilities and reserve of $406,071. The net pre- 
miums received during the year were $1,018,249, and net losses paid 
$554,806. 

—D, S. Fletcher, manager of the National Life Association of Hartford, 
was in New York this week. This association has now $45,000 paid up 
of the required capital stock of $50,000, 


—The Ohio legislature is considering a bill forbidding the use~ of 
stoves in passenger cars, except on mixed trains, by any road over fifty 
iniles in length, doing business in Ohio. 


—A Boston department has been established by the German-American 
of New York, and Jaines Bruerton, late special agent for the Washington 
F. and M., has been installed as manager. 


—The Standard’s estimate of the fire losses in the United States last 
week is $1,770,000, making the total since January 1, $16,510,000, at 
which rate the loss for the year will be $150,,653,750. 


—At Laporte, Ia., on the 8ih instant, a fire, caused by the explosion of 
an oil stove, destroyed the city hall and engine-house, All the fire appa- 
ratus was ruined and the village is without fire protection, 


—We have received a pamphlet containing the repogts delivered at the 
annual meeting of the New England Insurance Exchange on the 7th ult., 
together with the inaugural address of President Henry R. Turner. 


—J. M. Allen, president of the Hartford Steamboiler Inspection and 
Insurance Company, last week delivered an illustrated lecture to the 
Cornell University students on the ‘‘ Deterioration of Steamboilers.” 


—At the burning of a dance house at San Pedro, Cal., a drunken man 
threw a girl from a second-story window, thinking to save her life, and 


ihen quietly walked down stairs himself. The girl was badly injured. 


—An insurance man who has been over several States says that the fire 
apparatus in the ordinary village or town consists of an old engine, a 
fool of a Mayor and from a dozen to twenty saloons.—Detroit Free Press. 


—It is reported that a good part of the proposed capital of $200,000 
has already been subscribed for a new company, to be called the Insurers 
Fire Assurance Company, and of which P. B. Armstrong is to be presi- 
dent. 

—A typographical error in our issue of last week made the total assets 
of the Merchants and Manufacturers Insurance Company of Cincin- 
nati appear as $300. We beg to apologize and substitute the correct 
figures, $300,494. 

—The Franklin Insurance Company of Louisville, Ky., the oldest 
company in the State, sends us a neat little advertising card with the 
names of its directors and officers, and the names of the foreign and other 
State companies which it represents. 


—According to The Chronicle Fire Tables, during the three years ending 
with 1886, there were 172 fires in cooperage establishments in the United 
States, the losses reaching $1,191,543. The average number of such fires 
for twelve years was about fifty-three. 


—The directors of the Alta Fire Insurance Company, just incorporated 
at Stockton, Cal., are: J. M. Welsh, P. B. Fraser, E. R. Hedges, G. C. 
Hyatt, J. D. McDougald, Joseph Fyfe, Otis Perrin, L. B. Holt, J. L. 
Beecher, H. C. Smith and H. M. Fanning. 

—A fire, caused by a defective flue, broke out early last Sunday morn- 
ing in a fashionable boarding-house on the heights, Brooklyn. The in- 
mates escaped with the greatest difficulty and in jumping from the win- 
dows six of them were severely injured. 

—A good flow of artesian water has been struck on a ranch near Ala- 
mosa, N. M. A well will be sunk at once in that town, and it is likely 
that at least twenty-five more will be put down in the vicinity within a 
few months, now that water has been found. 

—Walter Mendenhall, the young man accused at Memphis of setting 
fire on the night of November 17 to the compresses, by which 13,000 
bales of cotton were burned, has been acquitted, and now threatens to 
sue the compress company for $100,000 damages, 


—The year 1887 was indeed a banner twelvemonths among the life 
insurance companies of this country. The new insurances written 
amounted to over $400.000,000, while more than $70,000,000 were returned 
to policyholders and their heirs. At the close of the year there were 
about 820,000 policies in force, insuring something like $2,100,000,000. 
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N >twithstanding the size of the above figures, many prominent life un- 
derwriters are of the opinion that the new business of 1888 will showa 
material inccease.— United States Review. 

—The St. Johns (N. B.) Board of Fire Underwriters has elected officers 
as follows: William M. Jarvis, president; Peter Clinch, secretary; com- 
mittee on rates, C. E, L. Jarvis, D. R. Jack and B. G. Taylor; adjusting 
committee, E. L. Whittaker and George E. Fairweather. 

—In Brooklyn, on Tuesday, a six-ton derrick used in the construction 
of the Union Elevated Railroad feli to the street, together with the heavy 
iron girders upon which it rested, completely crushing a street car, kill- 
ing four men and two horses and injuring nine other persons, 


—On the new Croton aqueduct in 1887 in all sixty-four workmen lost 
their lives, while thirty-seven others were seriously irjured. The num. 
ber of men killed on the work since its beginning to the first of the year 
was eighty-six, and of seriously injured 144, a total of 230 serious acci- 
dents to date. 

—At Trenton, Mo., after the water service had been added to the town, 
the people refused to pay for the same and, as a consequence, two build. 
ings—one a hotel—recently burned to the ground in that place, although 
the water company had a full fire pressure on, and everything ready to 
extinguish the fire.— 7%e Standard. 

—The Life Agents’ Tickler and Insurance Record, published by the 
Leavenworth & Burr Publishing Company, is amemorandum book for 
dates when the premiums of those of whom the agent solicits fall due, 
and affords space for remarks to assist him when he again calls to canvass 
the insured. It ought to be a useful publication. 

—The Mayor of Buffalo has recommended the investigation of the ques- 
tion of danger from the electric wires, by a special committee of the city 
council. He also recommends the extension of the fire limits, and the 
appointment of a commissioner to investigate the condition of all build- 
ings, and recommend such improvements as he may think necessary. 

—So many Kansas towns have had severe fires, while Ottawa has es- 
caped, that that place is called ‘* Lucky Ottawa.” The News of that 
place says that it is the luck which inspired the creation of a superior fire 
department, and the providing an excellent system of water-works pro- 
tection. That is the kind of luck that saves towns from burning, and is 
attainable with very moderate efforts.—Cincinnati Commercial Gazette. 

—The Insurance Monitor rejoices over the fact that the Governors of 
twenty States and Territories have responded favorably to its suggestion 
that they should recommend the enactment of a fire-coroner law, while 
a number of others have responded with inquiries. ‘‘ From no source,’ 
it says, “‘ has opposition been encountered.” The Governor of Wyoming 
has already formally made the desired recommendatioas in his message, 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

—Samuel H. Wise, agent of the Anglo-Nevada, at Boston. 

—Ferd. Marks, agent of the Sun Fire Office, at New Orleaus, 

—R. V. Innis, agent for the Jersey City, at Council Bluffs, Ia. 

—Fyfe & Evans, agents for the Jersey City, at Des Moines, la. 

—Eben Ward, agent of the Hekla of Madison, at Detroit, Mich. 

—Hammond, Fry & Co., agents of the City of London, at Chicago, 

—Langhoff & Holscher, agents of the Niagara Fire, at New Orleans, La. 

—Tay & McFarland, agents for the Agricultural of Watertown, at Boston. 

—Benawa & Co., agents for the United States Fire of New York, at Omaha, 
Neb. 

—M. H. & M. P. Thompson, agents of the Boylston of Boston, at Utica, 
i 

—F. F. Holmes & Co., second agents of the Commercial Union of London, at 
Chicago. 

—Beers & Kenison, agents of the Sun Fire Office, at Galveston, Tex., succeed- 
ing H. R. Parks. 

—Thomas L. O'Brion, general agent of the Reliance of Philadelphia, for the 
State of Massachusetts. 

—A. P. Espenschied of Sedalia, Mo., State agent for lowa, Missouri and Kan- 
sas, for the New York Bowery Fire. 

—B. B. Law of Cincinnati, O., special agent for Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and 
Kentucky, for the New York Bowery Fire. 

—M. G. Bentley, special agent of the Niagara Fire for Nebraska, Utah and 
Wyoming, with headquarters at Omaha, Neb. 





